Motion for Adding, Modifying, or Dropping a Program
Undergraduate Curriculum Committee
Fontbonne University

Title of Motion: Removal of the requirement to complete PSY 330 as a required course for
the Bachelor of Arts in the History major and the history major with secondary
certification.
Date Submitted: November 15, 2010
Submitted By: Jack Luzkow
Department/College: History, Philosophy and Religion

Nature of Change:

Add New Program: x Modify Program:
x Major
Minor
Concentration
Certificate

Drop Program:

It is moved that PSY 330 Research Methods for the Behavioral Sciences be removed as a
required course for the Bachelor of Arts for the history major and the history major with
secondary certification.
Rationale/Evidence of Need: The Department of History, Philosophy and Religion would like
to remove PSY 330 as a specific major requirement for history and history with secondary
certification primarily because PSY 330 is focused on quantitative methods for research. History
majors typically need research methods that focus on qualitative methodologies. This is
especially true of historiography, which is the heart of the historian’s craft, and which depends
on critical knowledge and assessment of theories about historical change. This is otherwise
known as hermeneutics, the study of the methodological principles of interpretation, which is
clearly a matter of qualitative research. Other qualitative tools needed by students of history are
the interpretation of primary texts, knowledge of bibliography, the framing and conduct of
research projects; and the ability to discern the difference between authentic and inauthentic
sources, including those that are online.

Proposed Date of Implementation: Spring 2011
Projected Enrollment: N/A
Financial Impact (describe/list projected amounts): None
 Faculty
 New Library Holdings
 Equipment
 Audio-visual / software
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Effect on currently enrolled students: None

Does this new program affect another department/college? xYES
NO
If yes, has this department/college approved of this new program?
The Department of Education is aware of the proposed change and has approved of it. The
Department of Behavioral Sciences is aware of the rationale for the proposed change, which is
that PSY 330 offers almost exclusively quantitative methods of research.

Additional information:

If approved, distribute to the following:
X Catalog
X Registrar
Fontbonne Policy Manual Volume I
Advisors’ Manual
Student Handbook
Part-time Faculty Manual
Staff Handbook
Other:

Please note, all forms must be submitted to UCC by the Department Chair/College Dean.
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