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00:00	Interviewer- Okay, could you please let me know what name you go by?
00:04	Narrator – Sister Loretta Costa.
00:06	Interviewer- Okay, now, what is your baptismal name?
00:09	Narrator – Mary Elizabeth Costa.
00:13	Interviewer- And, what is your religious name?
00:15	Narrator – Sister Loretta Costa.
00:17	Interviewer- Okay, so, when and where were you born?
00:21	Narrator – I was born in Athens, Georgia, September the 28th, 1923.
00:27	Interviewer- Okay, and, were you raised in a Catholic Family?
00:32	Narrator – Yes.
00:33	Interviewer- Okay, and how was that?
00:34	Narrator –Well my parents were both Catholic, my grandmother was catholic, and we were all raised catholic, all four of us.
00:44	Interviewer- Alright, could you tell me about who was in your family of origin?
00:48	Narrator – Well my grandfather came here from Italy. 
00:51	Interviewer- Okay
00:52   Narrator– He and his wife came over.  They had one child.  She was pregnant with her second, but could not let that be known because if the authorities had known she was pregnant she would not have been allowed to come to this country.  
01:06	Interviewer- Ah.

01:07   Narrator– So, she was not showing so she was pretty safe and they had eight more children, they had ten children. And he came here, his brother sponsored him, and he came here because they were in the ice cream business.  They settled in Cincinnati, but very shortly thereafter moved to Athens, Georgia because I think probably the weather, the climate, and everything was more conducive to selling ice cream, than it was in Ohio and that’s where I was raised, but my, my grandfather came from Italy to Cincinnati.
01:47	Interviewer- Now, who was in your immediate family?
01:50	Narrator – Uh, well, my, I have three siblings, one sibling has died, it was my sister whom I was closest to. And then I have a brother and a sister still living. They live in Georgia and I miss them, I have to be very honest. I really do because that was always close enough to go to visit them and that’s not true now. So that’s, that’s not easy.
02:18	Interviewer- Um, what was your place in the birth order?
02:21	Narrator – I’m the oldest. 
02:22	Interviewer- Oldest.
02:23	Narrator – Mmhmm. Then we had two girls, and then we had a boy and my father was thrilled when his son was born (chuckles).
02:32	Interviewer- What is the name of the community you belong to?
02:34	Narrator – The Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet
02:38	Interviewer- And where is your motherhouse located?
02:40	Narrator – Here in St. Louis.
02:44	Interviewer- Now how long have you been a sister?
02:45	Narrator – I’ve been a sister seventy-five years.
02:51	Interviewer- So, could you briefly tell me just about the ministries you’ve been involved in?
02:55	Narrator – Well my, the ministry I was most involved in was teaching and I really have to say I loved teaching. I never looked on it as a burden. I’d always wanted to teach and when I was growing up, women didn’t have any choices. You know, it was just taken for granted you would get married and have a family.  And, I always knew I wanted to be a nun and I felt I would either be a, a teacher or a nurse because those are the two choices.  And I knew I didn’t want to be a nurse, but I loved teaching, I loved, I was a principal for a long time. I enjoyed that.  I really did. And then I did lots of different jobs, I worked for the diocese in Georgia. I opened two personal care homes for the diocese. I did fundraising for the two schools in Atlanta and then I did fundraising for the community. I did a lot of things I really did. Saw things I did when I look back that I could have gotten arrested for (laughs). I didn’t, but uh, I work with an Adrian-Dominican Sister Glenn Mary Friest and, we really, we helped people see that they could stand up for their rights.  And we helped them do that. I was chairperson of the Catholic Committee of the South. And we were able to help the people who were really the most depressed. The people I worked the most with, most with, were the women who were chicken pickers.  And you have no idea what they went through.  I mean sometimes in the winter they would stand in water up to their ankles. And they dare not miss a trick because everything was automated and so many of them would hurt their hands, but they couldn’t stop, and it, it was, it was very, very hard for me because I couldn’t imagine people, particularly women, being treated that way, but they were and we worked and we helped them see they could stand up for their own rights, which they did. And I feel very proud that I was able to them them do that. 
05:18	Interviewer- Alright, when did you first consider a religious vocation for yourself?
05:21	Narrator – Pardon me?
05:23	Interviewer- When did you first consider a religious vocation for yourself?
05:26	Narrator – Um, probably in seventh or eighth grade. I went to Mount de Sales which is a Catholic High School in Macon, Georgia. There was no Catholic School at home.  And I, I really knew I wanted to be a nun. And I, were, the Sisters of Mercy had the school and while I had my education from them I really never thought about being a Sister of Mercy and I think it was because as a little kid I met the sisters of St. Joseph and really liked them, they just seemed like very happy people.  And the thing I think I liked most about them was that they seemed to like kids and I loved children, I really did. So.
06:15	Interviewer- Was there a certain moment that you knew that you were going to be a sister?
06:21	Narrator – I don’t think there was a certain moment, there was a lot of things that kind of tied together. And I think the thing I appreciate and really respected most about the Sister’s of Mercy was when they realized I was not gonna to ask to enter their community they were supportive of me in my choice.  And I’m very grateful for that.  
06:44	Interviewer-Who influenced your decision, um, to pursue a religious vocation?
06:49	Narrator – Probably the greatest influence I had was my mom.  She wanted one of her daughters to be a nun and she was very supportive.  My father didn’t say no, but he was not as enthusiastic as my mom was.  I was the oldest in an Italian family and my dad really wanted his girls to have lots of kids and said well ya got three more kids that can do that (laughing) let me off the hook!  So, and he was fine, he really was and I think he was very proud of my choice. And I know my mom was.  
07:26	Interviewer- Um, in what ways does your vocation shape your way of being in the world?
07:30	Narrator – Being what?
07:31	Interviewer- Being in the world.
07:34	Narrator – Well when I entered I entered in the south and uh, as you know the Klu Klux Klan was alive and well and you were a woman, but also a catholic woman and I think I, I was never afraid to say who I was and what I was.  And was not afraid to, this is the way it is. And early on, you know, I had, even with, with some of the priests I worked with who couldn’t understand why I could take such a stand and I think I got my courage from my mom.  My mom was lightyears ahead of herself and there were three girls and I can remember her saying to us, “Never let anyone tell you that you can’t do what you feel you need to do just because you’re a woman.” And she taught us to stand up for what we thought was right.  And that was not always the way it really was and I, I will always be grateful that I had the mother that I had because she was, she was a strong woman.  She really was.  My father was like typical Italian and he wasn’t the happiest about going to mass every Sunday.  Well my mama beat him to the draw. She had father made him, make him usher. 
09:09	Interviewer- (laughing)	 
09:10	Narrator – Well he had to go to church because he had to take up the collection! So, she beat him at his own game. But she was and he was wonderful and he really was.  And he really loved my mom 
09:25	Interviewer- Okay, how have the expressions of your vocation changed over time? So, I guess, how has being a sister, um, changed your interests or activities?
09:34	Narrator – Well, we’re very different than we were when I entered.  We, I entered in 1939 and I received the habit in 1940.  And there were no changes in the church at the time it was, you know, this was the way it was and this is what you abided by.  And through the years it’s been wonderful to see how my community has really gotten on the bandwagon and has done just wonderful things.  We were blessed with women who were not afraid of their truth and their truth often wasn’t what was the popular truth.  But, it’s like if they saw cause that needed help, they were very willing to get right in there.  And it makes me very proud of who we are and what we are.  And we have women, well one of our women spent a year in prison because she crossed the line at the school of the Americas.  And she knew if she crossed the line and went into the base she would get arrested, and she was. And she spent a year in prison.  But it makes me very proud even to be able to say that because she was not afraid of who she was and what she was.  So as I said it makes me proud to be a sister of St. Joseph.  There are many other communities, but my community is what I know. So.
11:21	Interviewer- Thank you, okay, and what, in your opinion are the greatest blessings of religious life?
11:28	Narrator – Um, for me, living with people who think and act as I do and who really live up to the truth of who they are and who they say they are.  And, you know, when I see things that he Sisters of St. Joseph have done, like we went the Peru before there were, I don’t think there were many religious women in Peru, and then we went to Japan.  And it just makes me very pro- it just makes me proud to sit in this building and know that women, you know, they founded this! And they have continued to support it.  And when I think of hospitals and schools that we have founded, but particularly our colleges, it just makes me very, very proud of who we are and what we are.  And it hadn’t always been easy.  When you think our nuns came to this country in 1836 and in1840 they built the first building at Carondelet. Have you seen our motherhouse?
12:43	Interviewer- Mmhmm (nodding)
12:45	Narrator – When you think in four years that they were able to establish themselves enough to get the money that they needed to build that whole first building, and they were.  And then you know as they got the money they were able to build on.  And interestingly enough the last building they built was the chapel. And they needed good money to be able to do that.  But I, as many times as I go to Carondelet, I am never ever anything but just astounded and grateful.  I just stand there and look at it and think the courage that it took those six women to come all the way from France, not speaking a word of English, among total strangers, they didn’t know what an African American was, or a native American, they didn’t know any of that.  But again, this was what they were being asked to do and so they did it.  And that takes a lot of courage, it really does. 
13:55	Interviewer- Alright, what are the greatest challenges of religious life? 
14:00	Narrator – Well, for me, one of the greatest challenges is, you know as I said, to have the courage of my convictions and to do what I, I feel needs to be done, and that has not always been easy, and you know women religious have been criticized, but as long as they were doing what they felt was right, they did it and am proud to follow in their footsteps.  And I stand on the shoulders of wonderful women.  When you think of the women who founded this college, you know, it, it just makes you very proud.  We founded the school for the deaf here.  First of all that was not something that was, had been done before, and secondly, women met challenges that I know men would not have met.  But they met the challenges and saw what they could do to, to change it. And they did, they really did.  When I think of what our women did for those children, I mean children came from all over the world to be taught how to speak.  I sit at the table in the dining room with a nun who worked at the Deaf Institute.  Oh, she worked there almost forty years, and it’s wonderful to hear her stories, those little bitty babies that came and the parents couldn’t get over, they were taught how to make a bed and they came from, most of them came from very wealthy families, but it’s wonderful to hear her stories. And I, you know, heard the stories my whole life and its, its, it’s really wonderful. 
15:53	Interviewer- So,um, what, at what age did you become a novice?
15:57	Narrator – Did I become a novice?  I entered the community in September of 1939. I was, well, not quite sixteen.  I received the habit and became a novice in March of that, of the next year.  So, I entered in ‘39 and received the habit in 1940.
16:18	Interviewer- Um, did you look at other communities before choosing
16:21	Narrator – No
16:21	Interviewer- (still talking) the sisters, no, okay.
16:23	Narrator – No, I didn’t. It’s like I knew that this community had what I wanted and needed and so that was why I pursued it with them.  
16:33	Interviewer- So, um, what drew you to the Congregation of St. Joseph. 
16:37	Narrator – Well, as I said, I met these sisters when I was really, really young. I mean when I say young I was a little kid.  And they were just happy people. And they, they really loved children.  They worked with children and that was what I wanted to do. So.
16:58	Interviewer- What would you like to share about your process of discernment?
17:03	Narrator – We didn’t even know the word discernment when I was thinking about entering (laughing). We, I’m sure that part of what my process was discernment, but I knew that this was what I wanted to do and I think the sisters had a lot of faith in a fifteen year-old lady, young woman.  And they were very, very um helpful in helping me to discern what the process was and, and what my calling to be a nun was.  And I, I appreciate that.  I had a wonderful novice mistress. She was just, she was a dear, dear person she really was.  I feel very blessed.  And I, I uh loved making my novitiate in Georgia.  I loved that I did not have to go too far away from home. That was, was nice. 
18:01	Interviewer- Alright, what kind of reactions did you get from friends and relatives when you told them you were going to be a sister?
18:07	Narrator – (laughs) very few believed it! I was kind of a wild child I think.
18:12	Interviewer- (laughing)
18:12	Narrator – But um, once they realized that’s what I was gonna do, particularly my family because I had lots of cousins they just couldn’t believe it and, but once they realized that’s what I was gonna do.  I think they were very proud to have a religious in their family and I uh, always felt that I wanted them to be proud. So, and I, I think the fact that I got the support that I did from my parents, my brothers and sisters kind of laughed (laughing) 
18:47	Interviewer- (laughing)
18:47	Narrator – She’s not gonna stay! (laughing) But I did.
18:51	Interviewer- Now, you were so young when you entered, when did you first come in contact with the sisters of St. Joseph. 
18:57	Narrator – Oh, I was probably five or six. I met them very young in life.  And as I said, they were just, they struck me as happy people, but they loved children and I knew that I loved children so.
19:16	Interviewer- So, when did you take your final vows. 
19:18	Narrator – 1945
19:22	Interviewer- And what vows did you take?
19:25	Narrator – Poverty, well I took my first vows in 1942 and they were the three vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience.  Poverty, you know, we would never say we really owned anything, chastity we would never be married, and obedience we would be obedient to the person who was a superior.  And then in 1945 we make final vows.  So, we make first vows and then three years later we make final vows.  
19:53	Interviewer- Gotcha. Okay, and, how would you describe religious life to a young woman in discernment? 
20:00	Narrator – Certainly not the way it was described to me because religious life is not what it was when I asked to enter.  I’m not really sure I would, how I would describe it to them.  I think they kind of have to walk that path with some direction.  And, I would certainly tell her what my experience had been and help her in any way that I could, so, uh but I don’t really know how I would.  I would help her in whatever way that I felt she needed to be helped, but it would not be the way that I was helped. 
20:45	Interviewer- Gotcha. Alright so, could you tell me a little bit about your community, how it’s organized, how it’s structured.
20:52	Narrator – Um, well even that’s very different from when I entered. Our, uh, whole process of government is more collegial now than it was then.  Then we had a superior and the things that we did were governed by her.  And today we have, you know, like a group of people which I think is as it should be. 
21:22	Interviewer- Alright, so, do you live with other sisters right now? 
21:25	Narrator – Now I do because I’m at our retirement home.  And I, most of my life I’ve, I didn’t live by myself a whole lot.  That was only in the later years in our community life.  I lived, you know, with as many as, I think probably the largest group I ever lived with was maybe twelve. And that was when I lived with a grade school and a high school group of people.  Many of our sisters now live alone, or with another person, or with two people.  It’s just, the whole structure is very different.  But it’s very good and it has worked for us, it really has.  
22:03	Interviewer- So, what is that like, living with all, all the sisters?
22:07	Narrator – Um, it’s very different for me, where I am now because I never lived with this many people.  And you don’t, it’s, it’s very different because our way of life is different now.  You know, most of the people there are retired.  In fact all the people where I live are retired.  We have wonderful people working with us and they, they take care of what we need. And they are very very good and very kind to us, and I am grateful for that I really am.
22:41	Interviewer- So, what is your current role in your community?
22:45	Narrator – I’m retired and I uh, well, you know, I can kind of do as I please and that’s nice.  I’ve always done, you know, what other people needed and I still, that would certainly be primary to do, if someone needed something I would certainly hop to it as quickly as possible.  But it’s different now, you know, than it was when I was first growing up in the community.  But I, I’m very lucky now that I can kinda, you know, if I like, want to go to my room and sit quietly or read or even watch television I can do that, and that’s nice, it really is.  
23:30	Interviewer- Okay, what does being a member of your community mean to you?
23:35	Narrator – Everything.  I’ve been very happy, the, and my life overall has been wonderful. I, uh, there have been times when it has not been easy, but any life has that kind of time in it.  But overall i’ve had a wonderful life, I’m beautifully educated, and I appreciate that, I really do. And I, I love that I’ve been able to use my education to help others.  And I must have done something right along the way because I still have students who were students when I was their principal when they were in kindergarten that I, I’m still in touch with and I love that, I really do.  It’s wonderful, they bring their childrens, some, a lot of them bring their grandchildren, and it’s, it’s just neat to see that, that I was able to help them and I appreciate that.  
24:43	Interviewer- Okay, how much flexibility do you, or did you have to choose where to live, what work to pursue, all that.  
24:50	Narrator – Uh, we didn’t have a lot of flexibility in the beginning.  We were told where we would go and what we would do, but as the world has changed my life changed and, uh, my last years when I was actually working I really went where I felt I was called to go and did what I was called to do.  And I did some really, I did some phenomenal things and was blessed with the people that I worked with. You know, it’s it like I felt like I would never walk a picket line and yet I did and I worked with people of other communities who were doing the same thing.  I remember once the guys were on strike for a trucking company and one of the women said to this other nun and myself.  You know they are the ones who are on strike, but we’re at home taking care of the children, taking care of the meals on very little money and nobody ever kind of thinks about the wives.  So, Sister Mary and I decided we would do something for them.  So we baked in the hot, oh they, there was no air conditioning in that convent, we baked bread and the theme of our, what we did for them, was bread and roses, I don’t know whether you remember that, you’re too young to know that song. But for a Mother’s day we had them all for breakfast.  We must have had probably fifty women. And as their gift we had a little loaf of bread and on top we had a rose with scotch tape and we sang the song, Sister Mary could sing a lot better than I could, bread and roses. And they so appreciated that. And the men who were not walking the picket line that day came and helped us cook for them. And I, I loved being able to do that. There was was a time when I couldn’t have, but there was also a time when I did and I am grateful for that.  
27:03	Interviewer- So, could you tell me a little bit about your educational journey?
27:07	Narrator – Well, I was finishing my sophomore year when I entered.  And I entered after my sophomore year so I got the rest of my high school, my bachelor’s, and my master’s degree in the community. And I have a bachelor’s and a master’s in sociology. I got my bachelor’s degree from the College of St. Catherine’s, well I think its St. Catherine’s University now and St. Louis, Louis University is where I go my master’s.
27:37	Interviewer- Um, so both of those schools, were they catholic schools?
27:40	Narrator – Oh yeah.
27:40	Interviewer- And then, um, in high school did you go to a Catholic school as well?
27:43	Narrator – I went to Catholic School seventh, eight, ninth, and tenth grade.  That was all the Catholic education I had before I entered was the last two years of grade school and then the first two years of high school. 
27:56	Interviewer- Gotcha. Okay, so, um, what is your highest level of education? 
28:02	Narrator – I have a master’s degree in sociology from St. Louis University. 
28:08	Interviewer- Okay, um, so how did your education influence your religious vocation?
28:14	Narrator – It really didn’t.  I was blessed to have had those four years with the sisters, but I kind of got my education, with my um, (unintelligible) I was living my vocation when I got my mast- bachelor’s and my master’s and even really when I finished high school.  So, they kind of walked hand in hand.  
28:40	Interviewer- Alright um so we talked a little bit about your ministry, um, but were there any, um, ministries or positions that really stand out to you? 
28:49	Narrator – What?
28:50	Interviewer- Your ministries, are there any that stand out to you?
28:52	Narrator – Um, I loved teaching as I said and I never minded being a principal, but bottom line I loved the children.  And I think I established early on what my role was and what their role was. And I really can’t say I, well I had classes that I had trouble with individuals, but I can’t say that I ever had really trouble with the kids.  And when I was principal I really didn’t.  But I think the kids knew I really loved them and would do anything, which I did, would do anything to help them achieve what they felt they could achieve.  And I, I was able to do, you know, some good things, I really was, and enjoyed doing it.  
29:40	Interviewer- Where all did you teach? 
29:42	Narrator – I taught everything from kindergarten to eight grade and then I taught religion in the high school, in high school, but, uh, and my favorite grade was sixth grade and I think it was the correlation of the curriculum and the all subject matter, it just kind of went together, and I, I did enjoy sixth grade the most, but I enjoyed everything I taught, I really did.  
30:07	Interviewer- Now what all schools did you teach at?
30:10	Narrator – Well I taught in, I only taught in Catholic schools and uh, I’m grateful for the schools that I taught in.  I’m very grateful for the pastors that I had.  I won’t say that they agreed with me all the time, but they never said I couldn’t do something if I was willing to take the responsibility for it. And overall they worked, we worked very well together and i’m grateful for that because that wasn’t the way it always was, I just was very fortunate.  
30:40	Interviewer- Alright, um, so in your teaching, um, are there any students that you’ve worked with that have particularly like stood out to you?
30:49	Narrator –Uh students, almost everywhere.  I’ve stayed in touch with a lot of them from different places, and even now it, and, in St. Louis they come to see me and that means a lot.  Like the day after Christmas this friend called and he said, “How would you like to have company tomorrow?” And I said “well it all depends on who it is.” He said, “Well Sarah and I’d like to bring the girls to see you.” Well they have a girl who’s a sophomore in high school and a freshman and then a little one in sixth grade.  That was one of the nicest days I could have had.  It was the nicest Christmas present because they sat on the floor in my room and we just talked and they laughed at things that their dad had done because I had been their dad’s principal when he was in kindergarten, but I think it’s, they can’t quite understand how this old lady could be so interested in his daddy and interested in them.  And when they were leaving the middle girl was crying and I said. “Theresa, what’s the matter?” and she said, “We need to come see you more often.” And I said well, I would love it but you have to remember mom and dad both work, they’re both involved in your sports and they’re both involved in school for you so.” And they’ll come back, I believe that.  And I have one family I talked with, the oldest girl, there’s six girls and one boy and they have been to see me twice since I’ve been in St. Louis and I love them.  Their mother was my secretary and their dad was my maintenance man when I was a principal and they were just good kids and their, they remind me so much of their parents and they will come, I’m sure they will, and the last time they came they brought a couple of their children, one of the girls brought her grandchildren. And it was, they were so cute.  “Sister were you really uh, um, principal.” I said, “Why do you ask?” “Well she keeps talking about her principal.” I said, “Well I was her principal so, yes, I really was her principal.” Well they, to them a principal is older and all that and it’s really, it’s fun for me to see their reaction.  But, and their parents were so good, both of them were so good to me. So I, I do, I enjoy talking to, and writing to, and hearing from kids that I taught, you know, long, long time ago.  
33:19	Interviewer- Okay, um, so now I know you taught Flannery (unintelligible) Flannery O’Conner a little bit, could you tell us a little bit about that? 
33:28	Narrator – Well, that was a phenomenal experience for me.  Flannery O’Conner’s cousin was in school with me.  We were tennis partners, we doubled in tennis. And one day, one Sunday she said to me, “What are you going to do after lunch?” and I said, “Well I thought we were going to play tennis” and she said, “Well my cousin from Milledgeville,” now Macon is thirty miles from Milledgeville, “is coming to see me and would you come and meet her?” And I thought why does she was me to me her, her cousin? So I said sure, so when she came she brought me in and I introduced myself and we talked she, she’d said my cousin’s kind of prissy little girl, and she was a prissy little girl.  She was a very little proper southern girl, which we certainly weren’t (laughing).  But, um, and that was the last I saw Flannery.  She was, I think, in sixth grade which would have made me in eighth, or maybe I was in ninth and she was in the other, because I’m two years older than she is.  And, I never saw her again, but we opened a school in the fifties in Milledgeville which is where Flannery was born and raised.  And one afternoon, I taught piano after I taught school all day, I taught until one o’ clock and then someone relieved me in the classroom and I taught piano and she came in one day and she said, “I need to talk to you.” Well she called me Betty, she did not know me as Sister Loretta.  And she said, “Will you teach me piano?” and I said “Well you took piano lessons from Sister Mary Joseph in Savanah.”  But she was quite young then.  And she said, “But I really have forgotten everything I learned so so could I come for piano lessons, but I’m telling you right up front I don’t want to be in any of your crazy recitals.” And I said, “Well you don’t have to be in any of my crazy recitals” (laughs).  But anyway she came for piano lessons and it, she always came on a Thursday and it was my last lesson of the day.  While she took piano lessons her mother did her, the grocery shopping.  They lived out in the country and they came into to, mass, I don’t remember them coming to mass every morning.  To me they, I remember them coming to mass on Sunday and then they came into town on Thursday.  And her mother did the grocery shopping while we had the piano lesson.  Well lots of times she wasn’t there when the lesson was over so we had some extra time and I had no idea that the person I was teaching piano would ever be the person that she is, you know, the history books today.  Uh, and one day she came, she had a briefcase and I knew she didn’t have her piano books in that so I said, “What’s in that?” And she said, “I need to ask you a favor.” Her reader was sick and she had a deadline.  She said, “Would you ever proofread some of my short stories because they’re due for publication and my proof reader is sick.  So oh I didn’t know then I said, “Oh sure.” And I can still see myself sitting up in bed at night proof reading her stories.  I didn’t do that often, I did that maybe twice.  But, I never knew that I would be able to say that I was friends with a person who has uh, the publicity that she does, you know, in circles today.  And we became very good friends.  And I saw her in April and she died in August.  I was in my last year of graduate school here the year she died.  And she would have been, I think she would have been forty in Janu- in March and she died in August.  And I feel very, very privileged to have known her, but that I can say I taught her is a real joy for me.  She was not accepted in literary circles when she was alive.  But she certainly has been not only accepted, but she has been, you know, more than accepted, she’s been lauded because her writings, her writings were dark, that’s the only word I can use for them.  But they were phenomenal, they really were.  And her one book that I remember was Wise Bud. And most of what I remember are her short stories.  And they were, they were, and she wrote about life as she saw it she wrote about life as she knew it.  And she was quite a woman.  And I, I love the fact that I can say, well I considered her my friend. And the last time I saw her she (unintelligible) I said goodbye I was driving down the driveway and I looked back and she was standing with her peacocks all around her, as you often see her, on her crutches, she was walking with crutches.  And I think, this is my opinion, I really think when Flannery left Milledgeville to go to college, she went to college at Iowa State, I don’t think she ever intended to go back to Milledgeville.  Her mother had been, well she’d kind of been, I don’t know what word to use.  She wasn’t unkind to her but she was strict with her.  And, I think she realized that she’d never have another child and Flannery was like a treasure to her.  She loved Flannery, I never will doubt that.  And of course her dad died when she was quite young.  And she’s buried between them now.  But um, I feel very privileged to be able to say I taught her.  And um, she, by then the lupus was pretty bad and her hands perspired.  She hated that because the keys would get kind of dirty.  And I said, “Flannery, it’s okay I can wipe ‘em off.” “But I hate it.” And she did.  She hated being a victim of that horrible disease and I can understand why, but she was a phenomenal woman, or she is a phenomenal woman.  And her writings are just, unusual.  And that, that to me was just a joy to be able to say that I, I taught her.  So.
40:15	Interviewer-.  Alright, so could you tell me about your community’s prayer life and spirituality?
40:21	Narrator – Um, well, we don’t have a community prayer life now.  We did, we had very strict prayers we had meditation the morning and then we had mass and then we had prayers again in the afternoon and then we had prayers in the evening.  Uh, we don’t do that anymore our prayer life is pretty much what we needed individually or wanted to be.  And I’m glad of that because I don’t think uh, today a group of women all pray the same way.  I don’t think you could find two people that pray the same way.  You might have the same basic, but your prayer life is what you make it.  And I’m grateful that I can pray as I really need and want to pray and not, you know, a strict rigid form of prayer.  And I’m very lucky, I think I lived, you know, through the time when we were able, are able to do that.  And it’s the same way with our retreats.  We used to have preached retreats that was all we knew.  Well, now we have the kind of retreat that’s best for you and most conducive to your prayer life.  And I appreciate, I really do appreciate that.  
41:39	Interviewer- When did that change come about?
41:41	Narrator – It was Vatican II
41:42	Interviewer- Was that a sl-
41:43	Narrator – When we changed the habit. All that,
41:45	Interviewer- Gotcha. Was that a slow progression or you just changed all of a sudden?
41:48	Narrator – Uh, well, the way it happened in our community, we knew, the habit we wore was the peasant dress of of the women of France in the sixteen hundreds which was when our community was founded.  And it was the dress of the widows.  And the reasons it was, was widows were safe on the streets of France by themselves and ordinary, just one woman was not safe. And that’s the reason I think Mother St. John Fontbonne dressed us the way she did.  Well, the garb changed, but we didn’t. So in 1940 the habit that I wore was a replica of a widows dress of the woman in France in the 1800’s, 1600’s and that changed with and they ask for volunteers and I was right out in front, believe me I was glad to do it.  But we didn’t go from that to this. It was gradual we changed from the habit we were wearing to just a black or we had three colors (unintelligible) black, gray, and blue and it really looked like the salvation army ladies if you remember them, that’s how we looked when we changed we still wore a veil and then it was, (unintelligible) not too many of us were good seamstresses, we kind of looked duddy.  So, we decided we would go to something that could be bought off a rack.  So it was a skirt and uh uh jacket but still we had the veil and I remember it was 1970 that we took, that I took off the veil.  Some didn’t have never taken off the veil, but and some still wear that modified dress but most of us went from what we had through a process to what we wear now and a lot of our sisters don’t wear slacks, a lot of them do, but a lot of them, and particularly where I am many of them don’t so they dress, you know, they wear just a skirt and a top or a skirt and a jacket. So.
44:17	Interviewer- Alright, so did you receive a theological education?
44:21	Narrator – I didn’t, oh I had theology courses, yes, but I didn’t because I was never going to teach theology and I had never, would never have any need of it.  
44:28	Interviewer- Okay.
44:29	Narrator – So I didn’t get a lot of theology, no.  
44:35	Interviewer- Alright, so, in your opinion how did Vatican II change things for women religious in the United States? 
44:42	Narrator – Uh, it gave us permission, and it gave us support to change our way of life.  And it was a great opening of doors for us.  It really was.  And when I see now what women in the church not just religious women, women in the church are able to do it just makes me just real proud that we have been willing to stand out there and there have been many who have not been real proud of us, but it’s wonderful and it makes it so much easier when I think about our nurses dressed the way we were dressed because the habit was cumbersome.  The sleeves were big and our habit we wore summer and winter.  We wore wool serge and that was hot.  And the thing, the, the gimp that we called it, was like a plastic collar and oh that was very hot, and very uncomfortable and these buildings were not air conditioned, believe me.  So, we, I appreciate that.  I really do.  And Mother St. John Fontbonne, our foundress, never wanted us to dress differently from the people that we worked with and the habit got us a lot of privileges that I don’t think she would be proud we accepted.  And it’s been good for me to be, you know, with people who live and work pretty much the way I do and there have been some people that still, and some, and some of the nuns where I live now who still wear the veil and that’s fine if that’s what they choose to do.  So.
46:43	Interviewer- Um, so, how did your congregation respond to the changes that Vatican II inaugurated?
46:49	Narrator – I think we, we had women who were very, very smart.  Mother St. John, uh Gleeson, Sister Mary Joan Gleeson, not St. John Gleeson was our provincial at the time and she was just, she was just such a smart woman, but she was such a loving woman.  And, she got us through the changes beautifully.  And, um, she was never a person who was gonna fight, but she stood for what she thought was good and right and we were very lucky to have had her.  We really, really were.  And we’ve had people who would follow her. I have been very lucky with the women who have been in authority.  I mean not I, but we, but, um, I’m grateful for that I really am.  
47:50	Interviewer- So, the change was pretty smooth then it sounds like? 
47:52	Narrator – Uh, not always, but I think any change that’s that phenomenal would not be smooth.  And uh, but again we had women who were smart and helped up through them.  And there were times when, you know, I didn’t always agree, but it, I felt that maybe they were smarter than I was, I didn’t feel that I knew it.  And um, that was the way it should be, the way it was supposed to be.  But we were just, we were very lucky we really were, so.  
48:29	Interviewer- Um, what do you see as the role of women religious in the twenty-first century?
48:34	Narrator – I think continuing to do what we’ve been trained to do.  I, it’s been wonderful to see women who have been with, who was the last Sister Mary Joan? Marie Joan Harris I think was the last sister here.  Um, I’ve been just very proud to see what our, our nuns have done.  Everywhere, I mean not just my community.   Sister Symon Campbell with “Nuns on the Bus.” Uh, that program was wonderful.  I was so thrilled when they came to Atlanta.  And I was able to, you know, kind of help her with that.  Uh, just that she’s willing to do that, to stand up for that.  And sometimes some of the things we’ve stood for, uh, you’ve had to look at.  And it’s been really good for me to see the way it’s been handled.  But I, I repeat, and I know I’m repeating, we were very fortunate to have had the women we had in the sixties when the changes were started.
49:45	Interviewer- What are your hopes for women religious in the future?
49:51	Narrator – Um, you know, sometimes people say, “Oh we don’t have the numbers that we had.”  Well when our community was founded there were only six and we did pretty well. We, you know, grew and grew and grew and I don’t know what’s going to happen I really don’t, and I’d be foolish to say I did.  But I do think God is always taking care of us and I’m not, you know, being like popsy. But God’s gonna take care of us. We may never know the crowds that we knew but maybe we don’t need to know because I think if we have done our job well, us, I look at schools, you know, we don’t have very many nuns in schools, if we have done our job of teaching the teachers as well as the children.  I think we have trained them well.  I hope we have. And as long as it’s with God I think we’re, it’s gonna be okay.  I won’t live to see it but someone will.  
51:07	Interviewer- What is at the center of your religious life that you want to be passed on to the next generation of Sisters?
51:12	Narrator – Um, I think we need to, to look at things from a viewpoint of faith, because, as I said, if, as long as the works of God it’s gonna be okay.  We may never have the numbers that we had.  And that’s okay.  We’ll have, I do think we’ll have what we need.  And we have, we all have to believe that. So.
51:49	Interviewer- So, do the sisters of St. Joseph have a communal symbol to recognize your profession?
51:54	Narrator – Do the Sisters of St. Joseph have what?
51:56	Interviewer- A symbol, like something you wear or that…
51:58	Narrator – Um, we did not get a symbol like some of the communities did.  Most of us wear a ring now.  I don’t have mine on because my knuckles are so swollen (unintelligible).  But um, like for Sisters of Mercy when they made final vows they got a professional cross, we got a cross when we made first vows and when we made final vows we didn’t.  And some of us still wear that cross, but most of us wear a ring.  Or they, some of them wear the fleur de li which is a symbol of, is a symbol of the church in France.  So.
52:41	Interviewer – Alright, do you find it important to have a visual community symbol? 
52:47	Narrator – Um, yes and no.  I, I think the symbol, I would like to say who I am more than anything that I wear. Like that was one of the things, or if you take off the habit the children won’t have respect for you. Or I wouldn’t want them to respect what I was wearing! I always wanted them to respect who I was.  And I, I think we, you know, in changing the habit I think we did a good job of teaching that and, um, some find it very important to have a community symbol and maybe we do, maybe we should.  Personally, I don’t.  And maybe it’s where I’m at in my own life, I don’t know.  So, but, lot of the do wear the Fleur De Li which is a symbol of our community, could be a symbol, or they have, many of them have the ring. So.
53:43	Interviewer- Alright, so you mentioned how you guys went from the full habit to not having a full habit anymore, so what factors influenced the decision to change the mode of dress? 
53:54	Narrator – Uh, well as I said, what we were wearing was the widows garb of when we were founded.  And styles had changed and styles had moved on and we didn’t.  And when we began to move we moved from what we had on then, we moved to what we have on now gradually. And I think that was smart, I really do.  And most, and I think most religious orders moved that way.  They didn’t just, all of a sudden, it was gradual.  And I think kind of had to help people move along with it. So. 
54:44	Interviewer- So, is there anything else that you would like to add that we didn’t talk about?
54:48	Narrator – Um, this doesn’t have to be recorded but I, I’ve felt very, um, happy to work with you. I really have.  I think you have been very, very responsible and I appreciate that.  You know, like, when you said you would be there at a certain time you were there.  And when you asked me be, you know, to have this, I knew what I needed to do.  It’s never been should I do this or shouldn’t I do that and I really appreciate that, Isabel, very much.  I mean it shows to me a good sense of responsibility and I do appreciate it.  
55:29	Interviewer- Thank you.  Alright, well we’re good then if you’re good. 
55:33 Narrator – (Unintelligible) That everything?
55:34	Interviewer- That’s it.
55:35	Narrator – Did we do okay?
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