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Mother i.f . Marcelle , pr esident of Fontbonne , received this weel~ a communication 
from Fat:1er 0'ren J . t:;;'..tigley, C .J': ., r:1Uch esteemed ch2plain of last :'Te,:;r. Through THE 
FO:l'l' LETTER, she "d.shes to share with facul t:r i'nd studel:ts FClther' s gr eetings and 
significant ness2go obout S D S . 

Dear i.lother Ear cella, 

ST . JO:lN'3 :::2JI :IiIARY 
247 Felisn Ctreet 

S"n Antonio, Texas Uay 13, 1950 

The ever wel come IlFont Letter" brin!;s 'lOr d of the for mation in Saint Louis of 
the SDS organi zation and of the part vrltich Fontbonne is takinl; in i ts development . 
Please God , f12:r this crusade hring Christ t r iu!l'lphantly i nto the marl;et place ! 

All who lmovl Christ t,xe conscious of the progressive l oss of decency in vromen ' s 
attire . This cult of nudHy in entertainment, adver tising and dress i s the wor shi p 
offered by a dem- Horld to its anim;;Jlistic ideals of beauty, idea.l s meas ured i n te r ms 
of sensual appeal . 

Washed with tho beautifying wats1'S of Bc_pti sm, signed with the s i gn of the Cr oss , 
b l essed lfi th the Benedic tion of its Eucharistic Lor d , the body i s not des t ined to be 
the instr ument of man ' s destruction. The body is t he l iving t empl e of God . "Your 
members are tlw templ e of the Holy Spi rit , y[ho is i n you, whom you he.ve f r om God, ••••• 
you are Dot your mm . " (Cor . vi 19) ThE. 'lestur c whi ch clothes the body i s ac tllally 
r ai ment which ador ns t he t abern::,cl e of tlK Host High! I t must ever be such that the 
custodia..'1 of the Templ e; mCiY SFlY vd.th Peml: " ••.• at all t ilT!GS Chri st will bo gl orHied 
in my bod:'." (Philip . i 20) This is ;;rour cc:.use J 

.wxious v!i th a motht::r ' s t r ue l ove , t he; Church r ep(;atedly h2's wc:.rncd her children 
through th(. voice of her Bishops accinst the serious d;mcer s cr eated by the f2.shion 
world ' s l:'ck of modesty, 2Jl influence ".'hich flovis 'lu.icl:ly t hr ouGhout al l hum;:'n society . 
These wC' r ninGs arc expn,sscd with cv:m rrcatcr f orce in 2. dec r ee of the S<lcrc::d Congrc
gaEon of the; Council issued by "ll~~hori t~r of Fopo hus XI of happy memory . A cop~r of 
th ,ct dec r ee i s enclosed in the hope tl18.t it Ifill r;i v~ you dir ection i:nd enc our C'.gcl!lent 
in thl-) w<lrfr:r c you hc:.ve hegun . The IIJlJ1'l.2.cuh,tc Mothur of God nill o'ot d n for :rou tho 
nc"clud Divine assist"ncc \rith its "ids to eonrp.gc md pcr sGv"rc:nce i n thi s Har k for 
God and for 30uls . 

Through your ef fo:rts a world whose soul is spir ituall y void May yet be brought 
back to life . Vested in robes of eterr'll el ory, its peopl e will stand before the 
Lamb of God , your labor of love and of mer cy, to speal: ycur pr a.i se before the t hr one 
of the Almighty : "I was nakod ~U1d you covered me ." (Mott . xxv 36) 

I nvoJ.:in: God ' s blessing, thr ough the intercess i on of the I mm,c ulate Heart of 
I.1ary, upon you end all at Fontbonne and upon 211 assoc i ated i n this worl~, I r emain, 
respectfully and devotedly, 

Yours in Chr is t , 

(S i gned) OIl1[en J. Qui gl ey, C. T.: . 

THE SACRED CONGHEGATION OF THE COlli-JCIL 
I nstr uction to the Orc.i nari es of Dioceses 

Ol'I MOLESTY IN V!mlEN 'S ATTI RE 

I n vi r tue of the Supr eme Apos tleshi p '!:hich he exercises i n the Univer sal Chur ch, 
His Hol iness , Pius XI, has never ceased to incul cC'tG in word ,'!TId wr iting the pr ecept 
of St . Paul (I Tim. II, 9, 10 ) : "rioll1en also i n decent apparel ; adorni ng t hems elves 

. 'with modest:' and sobriety ••• as i t become t h women pr ofe;ssing Godliness , with good 
norks . " 

And on many occasions t he salTIe Cupr eme Pontiff ):,".s r eproved and slJarpl y con-
deJJ1ned the ilJlr:lodesty i n dr ess which todaJ" is everywhere in vOGue, even among wonen 
;;nd girls .-rho arc Catholics; a practice nhi ch clocs gr2vc injur'J to tho crovmi ng vir
tUIJ and gl ory of 'Women, Clnd norcovor unfortunately leDds not merel y t o their temporal 
disr.dvantage , bl!t , vrhnt is '.'mr se , to their eternal r uin <'-'1d t hat of other souls • 

. _---_._---
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It is no wonder, then, that 3ishops and 

other Ordinaries of places, as becomes min

isters of Christ, have in their respective 
a.io'ceses unanimously resis ted in every 'ila:y 

this licentious and shameless fashion, and 
in ' doing so have cheerfully and courageous
ly' borne the derision: and ridicule some
times c1irected at them by the ill-dis:')osed. 

Accordingly this Sacred Congregation 
for the maintenance of discipline among 
clcrQr and people, in t~e first place ac
cords merited avproval and praise to this 
vigilance and action on the part Of the 
Eishops, and moreover earnestly exhorts 

them to continue in the purpose ancl under

ta.1<::ing they have so \"e11 begun, and to pur
sue then .... :i th even greater vigor, unt il 
this contagious disease be entirely ban
ished from decent society. 

That this may be accomplished wit h 

greater ease and security, this Sacred Con

gre~~tion, in pursuance of the orders of 

His holiness, has determined upon the fol-
lO\-ling rogu1ations on the subject: 

LIKE A BELL CALLING 

TO PRAYER 

S D S CALLS YOU TO AID 

THE CiIlIPAIGN FOP. HODEST DRESS. 

I. Especially pastors and preachers, when they have the opportunity, must, ac
cording to those .... lOrds of St. Paul (II Tim. 4, 2): flbe instant, reprove, entreat, 
rebuke, " to the end that .... lOmen may wear clothes of becoming modesty, "lhich may be 
an ornament and safeguard. of virt".le; and they must also .. Tarn parents not to permit 
their daughters to wear immodest clothes. 

II. Parents, mindful of their very grave obligatior. to provide especially for the 
moral and religious education of their children, must see to it with special oare 
that their girls receive solid instruction in Christian doctrine from their earliest 
years; and they themselves must by wo.rd and exgmple earnestly trail"l them to a love 
of modesty and chastity. After the example of the Holy Family they must strive so 
to order and regulate the faHily that evory member of it shall find at home a reason 
and inducement to love and to cherish modesty. 

III. Parents sh0uld also :prevent their daughters from taking part in public drills 
and athletic contests. If the girls are obliged to take )?art in them, the parents 
tlust see to it that the:; .,ear a costume that is e:'ltire1y nl lJdest, a.nd must never per
mit them t? appear in imno:iest c.ress. 

IV. Heads 0f gir1s1 sch001s a.no. colleges !!lust strive so to inbue the hearts of 
their girls with the love of nodesty that they may be induced to dress r;ndestly. 

V. They shall not nili.1it to the schOols or colleges girls .. "ho are given to im ... 
moclest dress; and if al1;)" such have "been adnitted, the~r shall be disoissed unless they 
change their ways. 

VI. nuns, in acc0rdance with the Letter of 23 Aug1.lS t 1928, of the Sacred Congre
gation of Religious, shall not aili,li t to their colleges, schools, oratories, or nmuse
mont centers, nor all 0 .... 1 to reLlain there an,v girls \"ho do not observe Christian modes
ty in dress; and in the education of their charges the:' shall take special care t () 
SO\'1 a.eoply in their hearts a love 0f chastity and Christian L1odesty. 

VII.PIOUS ASSOCIATIONS OF WOMEN SHALL BE ESTABLISHED A-~ FOSTERED FOR THE PugpoS~ 
OF RESTRAI1"'ING BY COUNSEL, EXAMPLE, AND ACTIVITY ABUSES REGARDING IMMODEST DRESS, 
A!:ID OF PROlo!OTIUG PURITY OF ImRALS AND MODESTY OF DRESS. 

VIII. \"/"Olaen who wear imooG.est clothes shOUld not be adoittecl to these associations: 
and those who have been admitted, if they after\vard commi t any faul t in this regard 
and fail to amend after being ~mrned, shall be expelled. 

IX. Girls and women who are immodestly dressed are to be refused Holy Communion 
and excluded from the office of sponsor in the sacraments of baptism and COl1firma -
tion; and in proper cases cases are even to be excluded from the Church. 

Given at Rome, at the office of the Sacred Congregation of the Council, 
the twelfth day of the month of January, on the Feast of the Holy Family, 
the year 1930. 

Act~ Aposto1icae Sedis, Vol. xx, pp. 26-28. 

This Translation is taken from The Canon 1,3.\" Digest, by the Rev. T. Lincolr 
Bouscaren, S.J., Vol. 1, pp. 212-214. 

YOU CAN CHAHGE THE STYLES yOU CAN CHAnGE THE 1,.,rORLD 
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