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Beyond Our $1M Milestone

FONTBONNE COMMUNITY CONNECTION
Celebrating Our 14th Year of Supporting Academic Hopes and Dreams

Perfect Pergola Place for People to Party!
Where is your favorite place on Fontbonne’s campus — the Library, the chapel, the dining hall, a
classroom? This year, FCC funding enhanced the campus environment with two picturesque pergolas
on the patio connecting the Arnold Memorial Center in Medaille Hall with the Golden Meadow. Also
included is new furniture, greenery and solar string lighting, providing a vibrant outdoor gathering and
activity area for students, faculty, staff and visitors to enjoy.
The project, proposed by Joe Deighton, former Vice President for Student Affairs, in collaboration with
Ann Spall, Vice President for Finance and Administration, was created with student recruitment and
retention in mind. It also addresses the growing importance of outdoor gathering spaces — a high
priority for the Student Government Association and for the student body in general. Surveys over the
last five years have stressed student desire for more places on campus to gather in safe, attractive
and relaxed settings.
Installed in August, the pergolas were
immediately welcomed for study, relaxation and
community building. There is ease of access,
both for able-bodied students and those with
disabilities, and open space for activity on the
patio. Adjoining areas can accommodate
additional outdoor furniture, provide stage setting
for speakers/DJs/musicians or even a central
food service area. The environmentally friendly
solar-powered lighting creates a particularly
festive atmosphere for nighttime events and
generates delightful ambiance all night every
night. The area is also a “wow” space on the tour
for recruits who seek a welcoming and hospitable
campus environment. This
new feature gives students
another reason to appreciate
their alma mater, as they
enter the workforce and are
called to support Fontbonne
as dedicated alumni.
FCC is adding recognition
plaques to the pergolas, to
share the good news that
funding for the project came
from FCC. We anticipate
enjoying this space with FCC
members for years to come.
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Goals for Coming Year Set at Annual Planning Meeting
“Input from each and every one of you is indispensable to carry this group into the future,” said
JoAnn Donovan, FCC Chair, as she opened the August 12 Annual Planning Meeting on Zoom
and encouraged member participation.
A primary focus was on developing ways to improve the already excellent awards process and to
increase membership, so more proposals could be funded. Awards Committee co-chairs Susan
Lenihan and Mary Lee Walter reported that nearly all FCC members who voted had attended
roundtable discussions and had given them high praise. Virtual meetings and events were
applauded for adding the invaluable voices (and faces!) of out-of-town members.
Lucy Hahn reported membership of 79 at the time of the Planning
Meeting, with a goal of having 100 members by Fontbonne’s
Centennial Celebration in 2023. If each member does her best to
share FCC goals and accomplishments with selected friends, this
goal can be met. A newly completed promotional video about FCC
was shown and was sent to all members later that day, which could
be forwarded to prospective members. [click HERE to view] And we
were reminded of various ways to sponsor new members or make
membership payments easier.
Lucy also shared that she “had a blast” reliving her Fontbonne days
while viewing FCC-funded archives of Fontbonne newspapers on
the GriffinShare webpage. Located on Fontbonne’s website, it’s
another possible attraction point for alums. The Golden Arcade
Reconnect, just a month away, was also promoted as an introductory pathway to FCC.
The meeting then split into two chatrooms: Awards and Membership. Each group reported back
to the reassembled group. Membership asked us to contact classmates and encourage them to
attend the Golden Arcade Reconnect. The committee will contact attendees after the Reconnect
introduces new possibilities for connecting with Fontbonne and FCC. The Awards Committee
made plans for an in-house video, inviting students and faculty to submit applications for FCC
Awards. The official call for proposals is November 1st. To help applicants in seeking external
funding, the Committee is considering a pilot program that would allow projects to run for a second year. All were also encouraged to attend the Awardee Celebration, via Zoom, on October 1st.
The meeting concluded with a feeling of anticipation for a year ahead of increased proposals from
applicants and new members joining — so even more hopes and dreams will be fulfilled!
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Several out-of-town members shared thoughts about belonging to this incredible
women’s giving circle.

Although Fran Muskoff ’84 doesn’t care for virtual meetings, she continues her
membership, simply in appreciation for the Fontbonne education that prepared her
so well for her career.

Our Treasurer, Paula Bakula ’66, fulfills her responsibilities
via email and says FCC helps her in maintain a strong
connection to her alma mater.

Kathy Tanner, Tucson, AZ

Living out-of-town doesn’t preclude ongoing connection to
Fontbonne — and all events and meetings are expected to
continue with virtual components. All you need is a phone
or a computer. So please forward this newsletter to classmates and friends. Let them know what’s happening at
Fontbonne, and invite them to join FCC. Remember that
someone you knew invited YOU to join. Help us grow to
100 members by the 2023 Centennial Celebration.

Jane Link, Leesburg, FL

Dotti Fischer, Belleair, FL

Judy Benevento ’86 encourages members to try the Zoom
format and celebrate this “worthwhile endeavor.” Though
it’s not the same as meeting in person, she believes it
certainly maintains connections with a group of “wonderful,
educated, accomplished and interesting women.” And it’s
so rewarding to actually see and share one another's
smiles, enthusiasm and passion.

Judy Benevento, Bettendorf, IA

Lucy Hahn, Boise, ID

Joining FCC reconnected Lucy Hahn ‘65 with friends and
like-minded women, and she’s now co-chair of the Membership Committee. As a retired educator, she appreciates
the challenge to fund hopes and dreams not able to be
included in the University budget, and she loves that
combined contributions of all members fulfill more wishes
for faculty, staff and students.

Carol Spehr, Bradenton, FL

Marie Harris, CSJ, KC, MO

Kathy Tanner ’72 was impressed to learn she could do as
little or as much as she wanted. Initially, she paid her dues
and participated in the voting process. Thanks to virtual
meetings, she now serves on the Awards Committee and
feels very connected to campus and friends, even at a
great distance.

Ruth Ann Kerr, Bridgewater NJ

Grateful for her Fontbonne education, Ruth Ann Kerr ‘64 always desired a connection to Fontbonne. When COVID resulted in meetings/events being virtual, she
became an active member, an officer and a committee member. She says FCC
gives her a feel for the pulse of the University and what’s happening on campus.

Paula Bakula, Rock Island, IL

Out-of-Towners Are Vibrant FCC Members

Not Pictured:
Fran Muskoff,
Puyallup WA
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Golden Arcade Reconnect
Each year, Fontbonne’s Golden Arcade Circle welcomes another 50-year
anniversary class. This event has been a traditional part of the University
Alumni Reunion Weekend and has included a reception, celebration of
Mass and induction ceremonies. Unfortunately, COVID resulted in a twoyear hiatus, effectively stifling opportunities to reunite with former classmates and potentially attract future FCC members. This void prompted
Ruth Ann Kerr to propose a ‘virtual reconnect’ via Zoom, hosted by FCC.
Plans were made and details finalized for noontime on Friday, September
17, 2021. Over 55 participants registered to attend. Though an untimely
and unforeseen IT hardware issue lessened the number who were able to
successfully join the meeting, 38 people took part and enthusiastically requested another such event in the near future.
FBU President Dr. Nancy Blattner began the session with a University update, briefly touching on the
upcoming Centennial activities, a planned 2023 trip to Lyon (France), the new Bachelor of Science in
Nursing degree, and the ‘return’ of football to Fontbonne via the Midwest Sprint Football League.
Attendees then joined one of six breakout ‘rooms’ to accommodate social time for graduation classes
from 1952 through 1969. Old acquaintances were renewed and new acquaintances made. Some groups
followed a relatively formal agenda, while others were totally ad hoc. Lots of information was exchanged:
FBU memories/experiences, family and professional lives, travel, hobbies, activities and home locations.
Each ‘room’ reported great fun and suggested a repeat with more breakout time, and plans are already
made to RE-Reconnect on November 18 at noon. Register HERE.
Kate Flatley, Director of Academic and Community Engagement, closed the Golden Arcade Reconnect
with a reminder of the one-day-only back-on-campus events of Homecoming on Saturday, October 2,
2021 — another opportunity to reconnect!

Awardees Celebrate FCC Dollars Well Spent
The FCC Awardee Celebration on October 1, 2021, gave members a chance to hear about this year’s
FCC funded projects. Throughout this Zoom session, the recipients’ enthusiasm for their projects was
contagious. The Summer Bridge Program for incoming freshmen was pronounced a success. Of the 9
students enrolled, 7 were first generation college students. This program oriented them to things like
time management, how to communicate with faculty and how to take excellent notes. All this will greatly
assist them in their first year of college.
FCC’s library funding allowed more
student newspapers and photos to be
archived and to be easily accessible
in time for Fontbonne’s Centennial
Celebration. And the Curriculum
Library’s attractive new hands-on
manipulatives can be utilized by
Early Childhood and Early Childhood
Special Education students, much to
the delight of their young pupils.
(Continued on page 5)
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The BioEyes program introduces zebrafish to Middle School
children. It is usually the first experience these students have in
using a microscope. This special microscope can also project
images onto a screen for the whole class to see.
The Fine Arts Department’s new print equipment will be popular
for all types of art projects, especially mixed media, and it
should be an attraction for prospective students.
Another FCC Award funded a career development experience
for the Health and Education Department, plus an opportunity
for students to gain business planning and management experience. It also provides funds for a panel of professionals to
discuss career opportunities. Similarly, the 2022 Summer
Experience for History Students will expose them to a variety
of career opportunities.
Other awarded projects include reusable food containers that were provided for dining on campus,
software for the Computer Department and, of course, the very popular pergolas featured on page 1.
All award recipients expressed their sincere gratitude to FCC members for helping them realize
these dreams.

Delighted Welcome to Marcia Quint!
Marcia Quint is currently the Director of Grants, Corporate, Foundation and
Government Relations — such a big title for an unpretentious person with a
warm, infectious and welcoming smile. Marcia grew up in South St. Louis
County with a dear brother and sister. She currently lives in St. Louis City
with her husband, Kevin, and her two-year old cat, Remy the Rocket. A
workout fiend and runner, Marcia loves the outdoors and working in the
garden, where her plantings attract Monarch butterflies and hummingbirds.
Marcia earned her Bachelor of Science in English at Washington University
and a Master of Arts in Education at St. Louis University. She worked in
SLU’s Alumni Development for seventeen years. Marcia’s interest in
advancement took her to Bethesda Health Group and then to Fontbonne
University (2008 to 2011), where she worked with our founders and Kay
Barnes in establishing FCC. Moving on, she brought the idea of a women’s
giving circle to Grand Center. She furthered her career at the Arts and
Education Council and, she worked for the past five years at Trailnet, which nicely complemented her
outdoor interests.
At the invitation of Kay Barnes, VP of Advancement at Fontbonne, Marcia decided to “come home” to
Fontbonne, excited to be a part of a team under the leadership of Dr. Nancy Blattner. Marcia says it
did not take a lot of convincing, since FCC was the highlight of her career. She views FCC as an exciting model for women in philanthropy — working together with no egos involved, just wanting to get the
job done and do it well. She considers FCC a manifestation of the Fontbonne and CSJ objective to
pursue the common good through transformative education. FCC opens doors for the faculty, staff
and students to soar higher, follow their passions and bring those ideas to fruition. As FCC continues
offering opportunities to connect a diversity of women, Marcia believes we will reach our goal of 100
members by 2023 — the 100th anniversary of Fontbonne — and she can’t wait to meet each of them.
Marcia’s enthusiasm, dedication and gentle spirit are truly a gift to Fontbonne and FCC.
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Message from the Chair
Giving thanks is a lovely
feature of this time of year,
and FCC has so many “thank
yous” to give. To FCC
members who attended the
Annual Planning Meeting,
thanks for helping to guide
our group. Thanks to the
recipients of our awards who
were so generous with their
time in sharing the details
and progress of their FCCfunded projects. We heard
from each of them at the Awardee Celebration in
October, and they are amazing!
We continue to welcome new members, many of
them from out-of-town! This issue shows how
much out-of-town members enrich our group, and
we also feature a profile of our new (in-town)
member Marcia Quint.
Funded by FCC, the new pergolas looks great
and have created an outdoor gathering place at
Fontbonne that really brightens the campus.
FCC members continue to stay connected via
Zoom. Our October 29th presentation featured
FCC-funded projects that further diversity and
inclusion on campus. Even our All Souls Day
tradition, the Mass of Remembrance, continued
with our virtual presence, thanks to the CSJ
sisters. In fact, FCC has become so good at
staying connected that we hosted the Golden
Arcade Reconnect for alumnae who graduated
50 years ago or more.
This is an ideal newsletter issue to forward to
friends who may be interested in learning how
FCC membership helps us stay connected to
Fontbonne (no matter how far away we live) and
how members receive far more rewards than we
could ever give.
Finally, thanks to all of you. Wishing you a
blessed holiday season.

JoAnn
JoAnn Donovan,
FCC Chair

Coming Events
October, 2021
10/29 - Diversity/Equity/Inclusion Zoom, Noon CDT
November, 2021
11/1 - Preliminary Awards Open
11/2 - Mass of Remembrance (virtual), 10 am CDT
11/10 - EAC Meeting, 8:45 am-10 am CST
11/18 - Golden Arcade Reconnect, Noon CST
11/24 - 11/26 - FBU Thanksgiving Break
11/30 - FBU GivingTuesday
December, 2021
12/12 - Lyon Society Mass/Brunch, 10 am CST
12/15 - Preliminary Award Deadline
12/20-12/31 - FBU Christmas Break
January, 2022
1/12 - EAC Meeting, 8:45 am - 10 am CST
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