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At the recent Student-Faculty Forum the subgect of pass—f&zl optzons was
discusaed.. Many former pros and cons were restated with a little more vehe-
. menee, but the one really excttzng proposal was that of Mr. Shaw. He advoca-
“ted an S-U option, t.e., d; sattsfactory-unsattsfactory grade. The most im-
portant difference from the P-F is that a grade of S is given for 'A’, 'B’,
and '¢*:work with 'D' and 'F' falling into the U category. My main obgeetton
" to ‘the“P-F system ‘has been that a 'D' grade which requires little or no effort
18 rewarded with a P. At least in an S-U system many students would be forced
to work for 'C'. Another remedy, of course, would be to eliminate 'D' grade
altogether which isn't a bad idea. If you think about it, it really isn't
necessary in a 3.0 point system anyway.

Another point much debated was whether or not instructors should know
which of their students were taking a course for a letter grade and which for
a P-F. They have no right to this knowledge. If the instructors are persis-
tent in dividing their class list into this half belonging to letter grade and
this half belonging to P-F then you know damm well its going to affect their
grading. Why else should they be concerned with such a distinetion?

You know, right now our instructors are reveling in our complacent atti-
tude toward mid-term grades. They think they are doing us a favor by giving
everybody 'P' or by using the last test grade, or even by having us grade our-
selves and then hastening to add that the midderm grade doesn't mean anything
anyway. It's time we stop letting them spoof us and demand a letter grade or
the eradication of mid-term grading.

There is8 one more thing I would like to point out about the P-F option.
It makes it difficult for a major to get the most out of a course that is half-
filled with students on P-F. Naturally these students do not have the back-
ground nor the interest to go into depth on the subject. Therefore the course
i8 either geared more to the P-F students or you face a half-attended class.
Either way it is a bad situation and I hope something tis done about it. I
think 1t would be more important for the students themselves to know what per-
cent of the elass will be P-F and what per cent letter grade than for the in-
structors to have this information. That way you wouldn't make the mistake of
signing up for a course in your major field which consists mainly of P-F stu-
dents who don't even have the necessary background for the course.

Barb Volk
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Dear GEORGE,

| believe there is a right way and a
wrong way of doing things. | don't
care how anybody looks at it, | don't
think there was any right in what Sr.
Joann did. What gives her the right to
destroy private property? Who is she
that she can break the law? So what if
she is willing to pay the consequences?

| could go murder a man, for instance,
if | don't agree with the way he rears
his kids =- just as long as | was will=-
ing to pay the consequences. |'m
sorry, but this just isn't the way it's
done. We,. supposedly civilized human
beings, should go by fhe rules and Iaws
of our country.

I know that for mysel¥,‘as a member of
the Catholic Church, | am ashamed she
is also one. | am ashamed for anyone
who commends or condones her. Why -not
commend Lee Harvey Oswald? He was pre-
pared fto pay the consequences and he
felt his convictions valid. No, | don't
think anyone breaking the law Is to be
congratulated. | believe Sr. Joann to
be a disgrace to her community, a dis-
grace to her school, and a disgrace to
the Catholic Church.

This is a great country we live in and
a democratic society. |'m not saying
that the war is right or wrong, but |
say Sr. Joann is wrong in that she in-
fringed on others' rights.

Patti McLain

Kathy Fellhauer

Kathy Gough

Suzanne Eichorn
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Dear GEORGE,

| am glad to see that it is possible for
us to live as a Christian community in
"support" of 2 member who feels called
to give a particular witness to us as’
human beings, as Americans, as Christ-
ians. | am specifically referrlng to
the introduction and the printing of Sr.
Joann Malone's letter in the XVth issue
of GEORGE, to the comments | have heard
on campus concerning this issue, and al-
so to the reactions in homilies by many
of the priests in the area.

It is not necessary to agree with a per-
son's action in order to stand behind
them as a person in what they feel they
must do.

This is a real sign to me that Christ-
ianity is becoming more of a vital
"living" thing in our lives.

Sr. Joann has raised many questions in

my own mind, as well as yours, |'m sure.

Those who have responded in such a hate-

May-

necessary for us to really realize what
a radical kind of living Christianity
demands. We certainly aren't Christians
when we condemn a person for expressing
in her own way the importance of persons
over things. An external objective,
such as the destruction of property,

‘doesn't always tell the whole truth. Let

me express what |'m trying to say in the
words of e e cummings (1 hope he doesn't
mind) which really seem to speak of

this whole situation to me -- and also
of the kind of openness demanded by our

.calling of ourselves Christians.

out of the lie of no
rises a truth of yes
(only herself and who
illimitably is)

" making fools understand
(Like wintry me) that not
all matterings of mind
equal ome violet

Sincerely,
Sr. Dolores Kueffler, 0.8.u.
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Dear GEORGE:

At first | regarded Gloria Lacey's
comments on why ABC did not wish to com-
municate through GEORGE as being very
inadequate. Now | think they are also
ridiculous. You see, she thinks that
all white students who fail to approach
a black student on questions concern-
ing ABC are pseudo-interested. But
doeg 't it make sense that if an honest
appeal is made to the students' line of
communication, it should be repected
even by black students? You'll notice
that Gloria completely avoided saying
anything informative or specific about
the activities of ABC. She merely com-
mented on the poor attendance of white
students at their general meeting. |
wonder if she even suspects that it
might have been due to the antagonism
created by their first bold blurting
of grievances (which many white stu-
dents did not feel were particular to
black students alone).

Also it might be well to take into
consideration the fact that SGA takes
advantage of available communication
and does not wait until students ap-
proach them. | certainly hope that
Gloria doesn't hold her breath waiting
for personal encounters. There is '
much to be said for the written word.
Unless, of course, you have trouble
understanding what you read, or think
that reading should simply be marked
off as a bad habit. o '

Barb Volk

Dear GEORGE,

This might seem like a minor, insig-
nificant matter, but to those of us try-
ing to research term paper subjects, it
18 important. I'm speaking of the in-
dividuals who take over-night reserve
books out of the reserve room without
signing them out and then keep them for
a number of days (or even weeks). With-
out a signed card, the librarians are
powerless to try to get them back and

those of us who have‘been"assigned to
read books or to do papers are left
high and dry, equally powerless.

Fontbonne's library is ome of the few
libraries in the eity that isn't policed.
Thig makes for a better relationship be-
tween library perscnmel and students, one

" that should naturally be present in a

small, closely-knit community. I'm sure
a guard posted at the front door or an
automatie detection system would not
make anyone happy, yet this is what i8
being planned if the stealing continues.
The expense and the "big brother" atmos-
phere would be, I think, ridiculous, es-
pecially when one considers the small
amount of trouble it takes to sign out
a book and make sure it's back in the
library the next day.

For the librarians' sake and mine (how-
ever unimportant), please bring hack the
books! '

(name withheld by
request)
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