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Motherhouse of Sisters of St. Joseph 
of Carondelet 

Mother Mary Agnes Rossiter succeeded 
Mother Agnes Gonzaga as Superior-
General and saw the plans of Fontbonne 
College to completion. 

Mother St. John Fontbonne 
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Fontbonne ' s beginning m a y be t raced to Lyons, France , 

for it was the re that, after t h e F rench Revolution, 

a g roup of Sisters of St. J o s e p h w h o h a d survived t h e 

massacre were rega the red u n d e r t he leadership of 

Mother St. J o h n Fon tbonne , for w h o m t h e college is 

n a m e d . It is a l together fitting that F o n t b o n n e shou ld 

find its setting in the city of F rench origin n a m e d 

for that country 's saintly king, Louis IX. 

S o it was in 1 8 3 6 to this n o w great city tha t 

Mother St. J o h n F o n t b o n n e at t h e r eques t of Bishop 

Rosati, sent six sisters to minister to t h e n e e d s of 

the inhabitants of various races a n d backgrounds . 

It might be said that F o n t b o n n e Col lege grew ou t of 

St. J o s e p h ' s Academy, t h e first educa t iona l institution 

of the Sisters of St. J o s e p h in this country, which was 

o p e n e d in t h e log cabin res idence of t h e sisters. O n 

the site of that first foundat ion F o n t b o n n e Col lege 

c a m e into being. 
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Sketch of Carondelet, 1860 

Bishop Rosati 
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Mother Agnes Gonzaga Ryan, Superior-
General of the Sisters of St. Joseph. 
1905-1916 



T h e concep t of a new college in St. Louis began to 

take s h a p e in the mind of Mothe r Agnes G o n z a g a 

Ryan, Super ior Gene ra l of t he communi ty . In 1908 , 

with the approval of Archbishop J o h n J. G l e n n o n , 

she began to look for possible sites. T h e Archbishop, 

with eyes ever tu rned westward a n d with his k e e n 

vision of future trends, selected a location at Wydown 

a n d Big B e n d in Clayton. 

From the first s tep of approval in 1 9 0 8 until t he 

open ing of the doors in Clayton, 17 years were to 

elapse. They were no t was ted nor fruitless years. 

In 1 9 1 7 a charter was appl ied for a n d on April 2 3 of 

that year it was a n n o u n c e d that a char ter h a d b e e n 

granted by the S ta te of Missouri. Until t he building of 

the college could be comple ted , it was p l a n n e d that 

classes would use the c lassrooms a n d o the r facilities 

of St. J o s e p h ' s Academy. War a n d pos twar p rob lems 

prevented immedia te s teps for the erect ion of buildings. 

In the mean t ime , p lans were being drawn, funds 

accumula ted a n d the future faculty being p r epa red . 

W h e n the college finally o p e n e d , a compe ten t , well-

educa ted faculty was ready to a s s u m e its new role in 

the higher educat ion of w o m e n . 

Sep tember , 1923, witnessed the o p e n i n g of college 

classes, with a full curriculum a n d with t he n u m b e r of 

s tudents equalling that of teachers , n ine of each. 

Of the faculty members , six were Sisters of St. J o s e p h . 

Besides regular classes, the re were oppor tuni t ies for 

the study of music a n d art a n d a p r o g r a m of physical 

educat ion, no t then included in the regular curr iculum. 

Archbishop Glennon at Fontbonne 
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After this small beginning, events occur red rapidly. 

O n April 14, 1924 , g r o u n d was b roken in the field 

at Wydown a n d Big Bend . O n July 13, 1924 , t h e 

corners tone was laid a n d in Sep t ember , 1925 , t h e 

first classes were held in t he new buildings. T h e s e 

buildings, five in n u m b e r at tha t time, were cons t ruc ted 

of rough-hewn Missouri granite, w h o s e strength is 

c o m p a r e d to t h e loyalty of F o n t b o n n e ' s s tudents in 

their song, "as s t rong as t he granite which builds thy 

firm walls." 

T h e official p rog ram of t he Grea te r St. Louis Exposition 

of Sep tember , 1926 , featured F o n t b o n n e Col lege a n d 

included t h e following s ta tement : 
u O n e w h o would know the progress m a d e in 

St. Louis in t he educa t ion of w o m e n during the 

pas t 9 0 years has but to look o n t h e little log cabin 

which h o u s e d the first school of t h e Sisters of 

St. J o s e p h , a n d then turn to t h e five magnificent 

buildings on Wydown a n d Big Bend . " 

T h e Administration Building, Ryan Hall, was n a m e d in 

h o n o r of J o h n J. Ryan of New York, a g e n e r o u s 

benefactor. O n the fourth floor of this building was 

h o u s e d the library, t he e q u i p m e n t for which was t he 

gift of St. J o s e p h ' s A c a d e m y A l u m n a e Association. 

T h r o u g h the years, as t he holdings b e c a m e grea ter a n d 

the library e x p a n d e d to occupy practically t he whole 

fourth floor, the very walls of Ryan Hall were being 

th rea tened . A sepa ra te library building b e c a m e a new 

goal a n d o n c e again t he a lumnae , now of the college, 

en te red into t he project. T h e result of their d r e a m s a n d 

efforts is t he m o d e r n building which s tands as t h e 

center of intellectual life on campus . A special feature 

of the g round level of the library is t he Lewis R o o m , 

a thea t re type audio-visual r oom, seat ing 125. This 

r o o m was n a m e d for Mrs. J a m e s A. Lewis, m o t h e r of 

Sister Mary Teres ine Lewis, for her g e n e r o u s b e q u e s t 

to the library. 

Entrance to Ryan Hall 

Cornerstone laying, July 13, 1924 

May Day, 1928 

C%*Ml!^A Fontbonne under construction, 
^ P 1924-1925 
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A place of p r o m i n e n c e in Ryan Hall is occup ied by the 

chapel , which has b e e n a n d still is t he focus of spiritual 

life of s tudents a n d faculty a n d the center from which 

has radia ted t he joy of m a n y occas ions—bacca laurea te , 

May Day, Sodality receptions, retreats a n d Masses 

for n u m e r o u s celebrations. T o it t h e a l u m n a e re turn 

w h e n they a re celebrating s o m e special event. 

With t he open ing of classes in 1 9 2 5 o n the new 

campus , Sister M. I rene O ' H a r a b e c a m e t h e first 

president , a n d Sister Marietta J enn ings re ta ined the 

office of dean , which s h e h a d held from the start of 

the college. Tha t fall an a g r e e m e n t was s igned with 

St. Louis University whereby F o n t b o n n e Col lege 

b e c a m e o n e of its co rpora te colleges. This a r r a n g e m e n t 

was approved by the Nor th Centra l Association a n d 

F o n t b o n n e was accredi ted in this way until achieving 

full accreditation in its own right in 1948 . 

Sister Mary Irene O'Hara, 
President, 1925-1928 

Sister Mary Palma McGrath, 
1928-1935 

Sister Joseph Aloysius Geissert, 
1935-1941 

Sister Mary Pius Neenan, 1941-1942 
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T r e s i d e a t s o f f o n t b o n n e G o l l e g e 

Sister Mary Marcella Casey, 1948-1954 

Sister Susanne Marie Vachon, 
1954-1957 

Sister Mary Marguerite Sheeley, 
1947-1960 

Sister Roberta Schmidt, 1966-1972 
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Boarders' dining room 

Horseshoe, 1928 
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T h e m o v e to Clayton immediate ly at t racted m o r e 

students . More spacious quar te rs of t he new location 

provided bet ter a c c o m m o d a t i o n s for res ident s tudents , 

while increased enrol lment necessi ta ted expans ion 

of course offerings, in n u m b e r a n d variety a n d also an 

increase of faculty. N e w d e p a r t m e n t s we re a d d e d as 

well as new courses in existing depa r tmen t s . T h e 

D e p a r t m e n t of English in t roduced courses in Journa l i sm. 

T h e D e p a r t m e n t of History a n d G o v e r n m e n t b e c a m e 

the D e p a r t m e n t of Social a n d Political Science, 

recognizing the relationship of history to t h e e c o n o m i c 

a n d social life of people . Al though music a n d art 

had been taught in t he college from the beginning, in 

1 9 2 6 these a reas of s tudy b e c a m e depa r tmen t s . T h e 

following year the D e p a r t m e n t of Physical Educa t ion 

c a m e into existence. T h e faculty in t he fifth year of t h e 

college's life h a d increased to fourteen sisters, t h r ee 

priests, five laymen a n d four laywomen. In t h e s a m e 

year, after the college h a d sent o u t its first eight 

graduates, t he enrol lment rose to o n e h u n d r e d a n d o n e . 

Swimming under difficulties 

West Arcade, 1928 
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W h a t kind of educa t ion did F o n t b o n n e Col lege offer 

in its first years? F r o m t h e first o p e n i n g of its doors , 

t he college was ded ica ted to excellence. Solidly b a s e d 

in liberal arts, t h e first year 's curriculum was 

comprehens ive e n o u g h to p r e p a r e s tudents to build 

toward any future pursuits. In t h e s e c o n d year t h e way 

was paved for career-or iented s tuden t s by t h e addi t ion 

of t h e depa r tmen t s of Educat ion, H o m e Economics 

a n d Business. At tha t t ime t h e D e p a r t m e n t of Business 

awarded a certificate at t h e comple t ion of two years. 

T h e Educat ion D e p a r t m e n t provided oppor tuni ty for 

state certification. 

T h e deve lopmen t a n d expans ion of t h e d e p a r t m e n t s 

of educa t ion a n d h o m e economics h a v e b e e n 

p h e n o m e n a l . As t h e d e m a n d for t eachers increased, 

m o r e young w o m e n tu rned to t h e educa t iona l field for 

a career . For a n u m b e r of years majors in e l ementa ry 

a n d secondary educa t ion formed the b a c k b o n e of t h e 

future teachers ' p repara t ion . T h e r e we re always a reas 

of subject concent ra t ion d e m a n d e d for s econda ry 

certification. 

Later, as p repara t ion in special fields in t h e e lementa ry 

as well as in secondary schools was emphas ized , majors 

in con ten t subjects were required, with t h e addi t ional 

educat ion credits necessary for certification. T h e 

t rend toward careers in teaching was so s t rong tha t 

eventually t h e majority of F o n t b o n n e ' s g r adua te s 

b e c a m e teachers a n d could b e found in public a n d 

private schools no t only in t h e St. Louis a r ea bu t in 

m a n y school districts in far-flung places. T h e c a p s t o n e 

of Fon tbonne ' s ach ievement in p repar ing t eache r s 

c a m e with t he NCATE (National Counci l for t h e 

Accreditation of T e a c h e r Educat ion) approva l in 1 9 6 5 . 

No t until 1 9 7 0 did t h e d e m a n d for t eachers in regular 

c lassrooms slacken somewha t . 



Clayton "Dinkey" 
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Clayton today 

South Campus, 1940 
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Medaille Hall ground breaking, 
July 16, 1946 

\ 

South campus, 1941 

Ak 
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Medaille Hall entrance 
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View of campus from Big Bend 

St. Joseph's Hall under construction 
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Blessing St. Joseph's Hall cornerstone 

21 

The library 

The campus, about 1965 
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Hfr Correcting communication disorders 

In the mean t ime , the Educat ion D e p a r t m e n t h a d c o m e 

to e n c o m p a s s t he prepara t ion of t eachers for m o r e 

specialized fields. O n e of these was t he training of 

teachers for the deaf. This d e v e l o p m e n t is interesting 

in the light of the history of the Sisters of St. J o s e p h in 

the United States. W h e n Bishop Rosati r eques t ed 

sisters to c o m e from France, h e a sked specifically for 

sisters w h o could teach the deaf, a n d o n e year after 

the sisters' arrival at Ca ronde l e t t h e first Cathol ic 

school for the deaf west of the Mississippi was 

informally o p e n e d . This small beginning eventually 

deve loped into a full-fledged school for the deaf at 

9 0 1 Garr ison A v e n u e a n d finally t h e p resen t St. J o s e p h 

Institute in University City. This school enjoys an 

international reputa t ion as an ou ts tanding school for 

the deaf. 

F o n t b o n n e Col lege is the only Cathol ic college west 

of the Mississippi with a t eacher training p r o g r a m for 

the deaf, a n d is o n e of the few colleges a n d universities 

of any kind in t he United Sta tes offering a d e g r e e 

p rogram in connec t ion with a school using a complete ly 

oral m e t h o d , that is, teaching the deaf to speak . 

Teache r s at t he Institute, from w h o m the deaf children 

a n d F o n t b o n n e s tudents learn, hold higher degrees 

in hear ing a n d s p e e c h therapy, audiology, psychology, 

a n d related subjects. T h e first seven s tuden ts majoring 

in educa t ion for t he deaf received their deg rees in 

May, 1963 . T h e significance of the deaf educa t ion 

p rogram at F o n t b o n n e has b e e n acknowledged by the 

n u m b e r of invitations t e n d e r e d faculty m e m b e r s to 

conduc t deaf educa t ion workshops a n d classes in 

various par ts of t he Uni ted Sta tes a n d in Mexico. 

Ano the r special a rea of educa t ion in which s tuden ts 

a re being t ra ined is that of educab le mental ly re ta rded . 

This p rog ram has no t b e e n c o n d u c t e d for as long a 

t ime as that of deaf educat ion, but is o n e of t he 

fastest growing academic p rog rams at F o n t b o n n e . 
Special education 
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T h e r e a re several a reas in the field of teaching the 

re ta rded a n d s tudents can obtain certification in o n e 

or m o r e of them. S tuden t s in the teaching of r e t a rded 

children observe a n d practice teach at St. Mary's Special 

School , t h e Huber t Whee le r S ta te Schoo l # 1 3 , a n d 

the Epiphany School ' s special c lassrooms. 

T h e D e p a r t m e n t of C o m m u n i c a t i o n Disorders is no t 

par t of t h e educa t ion depar tmen t , bu t is s o m e w h a t 

related to t he o the r a reas of special educat ion . 

T h e s tudents in this d e p a r t m e n t a r e t ra ined for t h e 

therapeut ic t r ea tmen t of speech h a n d i c a p p e d children 

a n d adults. 

In connec t ion with the d e p a r t m e n t a clinic daily serves 

children with speech disorders of various kinds. U n d e r 

the supervision of exper ienced clinicians, t he s tudents 

participate in the work with the children a n d learn 

the necessary therapeut ic techniques . In addit ion, 

they obtain teaching exper ience at Shr iners Crippled 

Chi ldrens Hospital, C o c h r a n Veterans Hospital , t h e 

Coun ty a n d St. Louis City Public Schoo l Systems, 

Ca ronde le t Child Cen t e r a n d Jefferson Barracks 

Veterans Hospital. T h r o u g h the staff a n d s tudents of 

the depa r tmen t , abou t 4 , 0 0 0 pe r sons have b e e n served 

in the 1 4 years of t he d e p a r t m e a t ' s existence. 

Social work at Plymouth House 

Sister M. Teresine, Mathematics 
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Sister Margaret Eugene, Life Sciences 
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Sister Helen Joseph, Chemistry 
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Home Economics students, late 1940's 29 

T h e H o m e Economics D e p a r t m e n t has enjoyed great 

success a n d achieved a well-deserved high reputa t ion. 

Beginning in the college's s econd year with a limited 

n u m b e r of the usual h o m e economics courses, t he 

d e p a r t m e n t has grown to include major s tudies in 

both h o m e economics a n d dietetics. A g radua t e w h o 

has majored in h o m e economics at F o n t b o n n e can 

be p r epa red for a n u m b e r of careers —educat ion, 

industry, research, utility h o m e service, to men t ion a 

few. G r a d u a t e s in dietetics are found in t he dietetics 

depa r tmen t s of hospitals, schools, restaurants , or any 

place w h e r e a t rained dietician is n e e d e d . Dieticians 

educa t ed at F o n t b o n n e a re so well established in 

St. Louis a rea hospitals that it has b e e n said, "you 

can ' t be decent ly sick a n y m o r e without s o m e b o d y from 

F o n t b o n n e deciding your m e n u . " 

T h e Business D e p a r t m e n t has h a d a varied history. 

W h e n t h e d e p a r t m e n t o p e n e d in 1 9 2 4 it offered a 

2-year course , leading to a certificate in business. 

Later a 2-year secretarial course was in t roduced, with 

an e x p a n d e d p rogram. A certificate was given for t h e 

satisfactory comple t ion of the course. After several 

years, t he secretarial course was incorpora ted into 

the Business a n d Business Educat ion Depa r tmen t , but 

a 2-year course was still offered. 

T h e Business D e p a r t m e n t in 1 9 6 2 increased its 

offerings, a n d provided th ree majors in t h e business 

field. Finally, t he 2-year course was d r o p p e d a n d 

the emphas i s was p laced on prepar ing y o u n g w o m e n to 

achieve posit ions of administrative responsibility in a 

wide variety of fields. A pract icum was a d d e d to the 

curriculum, mak ing practical application of business 

theory to actual exper ience in the business world. 

Sister Cecile Therese, 
Home Economics Sister Rose Genevieve, Dietetics 
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Miss Theresa Carmody, 
Home Economics 

31 

I 

Dr. Madge Skelly, Department of 
Communication Disorders, receiving 
Alumni Merit Award from St. Louis 
University 

Sister John Joseph, Music 

Sister M. Victor, Cafeteria Manager 
for many years 

I 

Sister Mary Alfred, receiving Alumni 
Merit Award from St. Louis University 
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Faculty Conference at Rock Haven 

Father Sean Quinlan, Theology 
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Sister Berchmans, and Sister Catherine 
De Ricci, long-time faculty members 
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Anatomy students, 1941 
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Learning the computer 

* WW 
J 
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Arts a n d sciences have con t inued to furnish a 

background for t h e special s tudies just described, but 

have not lagged beh ind t h e m . N e w a p p r o a c h e s a n d 

new m e t h o d s have kep t p a c e with t he explosion of 

knowledge a n d t h e cons tan t research in educa t iona l 

theories a n d practices. By expand ing in s c o p e a n d 

d e e p e n i n g in t he intensity of s tudies all d e p a r t m e n t s 

have m e t t h e chal lenge of ever-changing n e e d s of 

society th rough t h e educa t ion of t h e s tuden t s p repar ing 

to serve that society. 

S o m e d e p a r t m e n t s have manifes ted c h a n g e s in ways 

that attract a t tent ion m o r e t h a n others . T h e Art 

D e p a r t m e n t has e x p a n d e d to include sculpture a n d 

affords t he oppor tuni ty for s tuden ts to obtain t h e 

deg ree of Bache lor of Fine Arts. In music, m e t h o d s 

in teaching have c h a n g e d in t h e a reas of pract ice a n d 

theory. Classes in p i a n o a re t augh t with t h e aid of 

electronic p ianos . Music theory m a k e s u s e of var ious 

t echn iques of s o u n d to exemplify t h e theor ies being 

taught . T h e T h e a t r e D e p a r t m e n t has d o n e m u c h 

exper iment ing in t he p roduc t ion of a wide variety of 

presenta t ions ranging from Euripides to Ionesco. 

T h e staging as well as t h e directing has displayed m u c h 

creativity in interpretat ion. 

For t h e pas t eight years t he T h e a t r e D e p a r t m e n t has 

given s u m m e r p roduc t ions for children. This is an 

extremely popu la r p rog ram, as is p roved by t h e ever 

increasing a t t e n d a n c e year after year. 

T h e m a n y course offerings at F o n t b o n n e have provided 

a n d still provide t h e chief impetus toward intellectual 

growth. However , this impe tus has always b e e n 

a u g m e n t e d by fine speake r s of local, nat ional a n d 

international distinction. 

Student music director 

MM 



Rudy Torrini and his St. Patrick 
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Sculpture student 

39 
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"Mini strings" musicians 



Students at electronic pianos 
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Fontbonne representative at St. Louis 
University Prom, 1929 

Junior Prom, 1929 
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While t h e s tudents have b e e n chiefly e n g a g e d in 

intellectual pursuits, their physical d e v e l o p m e n t a n d 

social life have not b e e n neglected. Classes in physical 

educat ion were offered from t h e college's first year a n d 

the fine gymnas ium a n d swimming poo l wi tnessed 

m a n y g a m e s a n d contests . Tennis a n d field hockey 

were favorite sports. Basketball, in termural a n d 

intramural, he lped r o u s e school spirit. T h e favorite 

o u t d o o r exercise was horseback riding, with t h e ho r se 

show being an impor tan t a n n u a l event for over twenty 

years. While St. J o s e p h ' s A c a d e m y was on t h e 

F o n t b o n n e campus , t h e ho r se s h o w was a joint effort 

a n d after t he a c a d e m y m o v e d to a n e w site o n 

Lindbergh Boulevard in 1955 , t h e ho r se s h o w 

b e c a m e its special project. 

Social life was t he usual r o u n d of dances , teas a n d 

parties. S o m e events c o m b i n e d o the r interests with 

the social aspect . S u c h a o n e was t h e celebrat ion of 

May Day, primarily a religious ce remony , but a n 

occasion to t ake par t in some th ing beautiful a n d 

emotionally stirring a n d to include t h e social e l ement . 

O the r annua l events of m o m e n t o n t h e social ca l enda r 

were the junior-senior p r o m a n d Col lege Day. Later , 

the fa ther-daughter b a n q u e t was a d d e d to t h e list of 

impor tant happen ings . 

T h e first p rom, as all t h e early d a n c e s at t h e college, 

was held in t he Fine Arts building, w h e n two spac ious 

parlors could take care of t he crowd, with s o m e 

dancers moving ou t into t he corridor. T h e musicians 

occupied the en t r ance to t h e thea t re . T h o s e two 

spacious parlors a re n o w a recital r o o m , a n office a n d 

a c lassroom. After Medail le Hall was c o m p l e t e d in 

1949 , its bal l room b e c a m e t h e s c e n e of p r o m s a n d 

other dances . 

May Queen, 1934 

Queen of St. Louis University 
Conclave Prom, 1926 
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Student activities, 1937 
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Basketball, 1945 



Footlights Club, 1945 
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May Court Maids, 1944 
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Medaille bal l room n o w has m u c h grea te r use, s ince 

its renovat ion in 1 9 6 9 . T h e entire first floor u n d e r w e n t 

changes , t h e west e n d being r e m o d e l e d into offices 

for s tuden t services a n d the bal l room being conver ted 

into a mul t ipurpose r o o m . Furn ished as a living room, 

it is e q u i p p e d with s tereo, color TV a n d a poo l table. 

It is still suitable for dances , recept ions a n d o the r 

festive events. 

All this r emode l ing was m a d e possible by a gift from 

Mrs. Cecil Price Arnold, w h o s e aun t was Sister M. 

C l a u d e of t h e Sisters of St. J o s e p h a n d w h o s e 

daugh te r was a s tuden t at F o n t b o n n e at t h e t ime. 

T h e a rea has b e e n n a m e d Arnold Memoria l Center , 

in h o n o r of Mr. Arnold, in w h o s e m e m o r y Mrs. Arnold 

m a d e the gift. Mr. Arnold h a d b e e n Executive Vice-

Pres ident of P e a b o d y Coa l C o m p a n y . His dea th 

occurred in 1962 . A brilliant a n d successful but 

unobtrusive m a n , h e did not allow his success to 

ove r shadow his natural compass ion a n d generosi ty 

toward less peop le . A c o m m e m o r a t i v e p l a q u e is a 

r eminder to t hose using the center of t h e generosi ty 

of Mr. Arnold a n d his family. 

W h e n t h e dormitory s p a c e in Medaille Hall b e c a m e 

inadequa te , a n o t h e r dormitory building, St. J o s e p h ' s 

Hall, was o p e n e d in 1962 . In 1 9 6 8 t h e building which 

h a d b e e n t h e Jun io ra t e for t h e St. Louis province of 

the Sisters of St. J o s e p h was acqui red by the college. 

After s o m e remode l ing it b e c a m e available as a 

dormitory for F o n t b o n n e s tudents in t h e fall of 1969 , 

with s o m e of t he first floor being des igna ted as 

c lassrooms a n d art studios. S ince t h e n music classes 

also use par ts of t h e building. 

Sodality reception, 1958 College Day, 1953 Student retreat, 1958 

Junior Prom, 1958 
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Christmas Carolers 

Visiting Thomas Jefferson 
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College Day was for years o n e of t h e highlights of t h e 

year. T h e celebration originated in t h e first years of 

t he college, w h e n classes were c o n d u c t e d at Caronde le t . 

T h e da t e was always on or as n e a r as possible to t h e 

Feast of St. Teresa , Oc tober 15, s ince tha t is t h e 

traditional day of t he founding of t h e Sisters of 

St. J o s e p h in t h e seven teen th century. Col lege Day 

was p a c k e d with a variety of activities: religious, festive, 

fun-filled. For m a n y a l u m n a e "Col lege Day" m e a n s 

the p a r a d e to Ca ronde l e t in gaily d e c o r a t e d cars, with 

compet i t ion a n d fun c o n n e c t e d with tha t special feature 

of the day. 

Ano the r a n n u a l compet i t ion tha t is r e m e m b e r e d 

nostalgically was t h e P e n n y Circus as pa r t of a bazaar . 

T h e Q u e e n was t h e o n e w h o s e class gave he r t h e 

s trongest suppor t with their penn ies . As any a l u m n a 

can recall, great ingenuity was exercised in raising 

"pennies ." 

Penny Circus 

Carondelet Chapel, College Day 

% 

At Carondelet, College Day 
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College Day, 1955 
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Mixer, 1969 

Moving to the new library, May 17, 1967 w 
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Fontbonne students greet 
Pope John XXIII, 1959 
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T h e proof of Fon tbonne ' s effectiveness in educa t ion is 

found in its a lumnae . Sca t te red t h r o u g h o u t all t h e 

states of the United States, C a n a d a , S o u t h Amer ica a n d 

o ther foreign lands, F o n t b o n n e ' s g radua tes a re sp read ing 

the g o o d word of their alma mater. A m o n g the 

h u n d r e d s of former s tudents of F o n t b o n n e a re m a n y 

u n s u n g heroines of w h o m the college is justly p r o u d . 

F rom their midst from t ime to t ime arise s o m e who , 

because of unusual a n d notewor thy accompl i shmen t s 

attract public attention, a n d a re duly h o n o r e d . 

F o n t b o n n e is also justly p r o u d to acknowledge t he se 

daughte rs of hers. 

While pursuing their pe r sona l goals a n d accompl ishing 

m a n y great things within t h e s p h e r e of their pe r sona l 

influence, the a l u m n a e have no t forgotten their college. 

They have assisted F o n t b o n n e ' s every effort, offering 

gene rous mora l a n d financial suppor t . Wi thout such 

support , F o n t b o n n e would no t p r e sen t so bright a 

picture as it d o e s at present . 

T h r o u g h o u t the years service a n d particularly volunteer 

service has b e e n a tradition at F o n t b o n n e . In its first 

year a unit of the Catholic S tuden t s Mission C r u s a d e , 

with eight members , was organized, ev idence of 

interest beyond immedia te concerns . T h e first fruits of 

this interest were th ree missionary sisters: Sister Lucy 

(Mary Louise Mee, class of 1927) w h o b e c a m e t h e 

American Provincial of the Sisters of Mercy of t h e 

Holy Cross, a missionary order ; Sister Olivette (Char lo t te 

Whalen of the class of 1929) who , after laboring for 

years in Brazil, b e c a m e a n d still is super ior-general 

of the Holy Cross Sisters; Mothe r Mary Acchileus 

(Eleanor Riley of t he class of 1932) who , as m e m b e r 

of the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary, was a missionary 

in Ch ina for several years before he r untimely d e a t h 

in 1942 . 
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Later, m o r e opportuni t ies for persona l involvement 

brought t h e s a m e g e n e r o u s response . This b e c a m e 

especially evident dur ing the war years. F o n t b o n n e 

went "all-out" for t he Red Cross. Examples of this 

coopera t ion were: giving blood, aiding soldiers, sewing 

for refugees, opera t ing a war s t a m p bank, a n d helping 

the gas rationing boa rd on S u n d a y s a n d holidays. 

In ano the r category, s o m e s tudents e n g a g e d themselves 

in transcribing books into Braille for t he blind. During 

these years activities were mostly confined to c a m p u s 

or local endeavors , a l though the mission fields 

cont inued to beckon a n d F o n t b o n n e a l u m n a e could be 

found in H o n g Kong, J a p a n a n d S o u t h America. 

As communica t ions a n d t ransporta t ion took o n a wider 

s cope a n d offered m o r e a n d diversified opportuni t ies , 

Fon tbonne ' s s tudents a n d g radua tes g rasped such 

opportuni t ies a n d r e s p o n d e d to t he n e e d s of different 

people . Member s of the P e a c e Corps , Papa l Volunteers , 

a n d Extension Society workers have traveled to 

Africa, Cent ra l a n d S o u t h America, Mexico a n d the 

southwestern sections of the United States. O the r s have 

ex tended their interest in the Red Cross at h o m e to 

offer their services in Mexico a n d S o u t h America . 

T h e n e e d y of Appalachia drew F o n t b o n n e s tuden ts to 

that a rea a n d even inspired o n e a lumna , Kathleen 

Barloi S a n d k n o p of the class of 1967 , a n d he r h u s b a n d 

David to set u p a s tore to provide an outlet for 

Appalachia ' s art a n d craft objects. 

Blood donors, 1959 
"Soup-In " for Biafrans 
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O n e area of volunteer service which reflects little or 

n o g lamour but requires real dedicat ion is t he swim 

p rog ram for h a n d i c a p p e d children. M a n y F o n t b o n n e 

s tudents have spen t hours on Sa turdays assisting these 

children in a very beneficial p rogram. 

P e r h a p s t he mos t unusua l volunteer effort is tha t of 

Faith H o u s e in St. Louis. Nancy Cowell Spe i lman of 

the class of 1960 , a n d her h u s b a n d G e o r g e have a 

large h o m e in mid-town, w h e r e for t h e pas t t h ree 

years they have b e e n ministering to the spiritual a n d 

physical n e e d s of all w h o c o m e to t h e m for help. 

They d e p e n d for suppor t on donat ions , which se ldom 

s e e m to have b e e n lacking. 

Alumnae at Carondelet 



61 

Alumnae reception for freshmen 
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Mrs. Charlotte Gund receiving Alumnae 
Award, 1972 

| 

Alumnae Party at Municipal Opera, 1973 
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The Library 

L 

Campus view 

Medaille and Southwest Halls 
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F o n t b o n n e a n d Clayton. 

T h e location of Big B e n d a n d Wydown is a few blocks 

outs ide the limits of St. Louis a n d in t he city of Clayton, 

the center of gove rnmen t for St. Louis County . Clayton 

c a m e into being in 1 8 7 6 a n d was incorpora ted in 1913 , 

just ten years before F o n t b o n n e ' s open ing . T h e city 

is n a m e d for Ralph Clayton, an early settler w h o 

d o n a t e d 100 acres of land to t he new city. 

In the 6 0 years since its incorporat ion, Clayton has 

grown t remendously , especially since World W a r I. 

Besides being the governmenta l hub, Clayton m a y well 

be called t he major retail a n d commerc ia l a rea of t h e 

county. Known at first as an exclusive residential 

district, it has also b e c o m e t h e " d o w n t o w n " of St. Louis 

County . As Clayton b e g a n a n d con t inued to attract 

business a n d banking firms, t h e zoning laws w e r e 

changed in 1 9 5 8 to permi t commerc ia l high-rise 

buildings above four stories, t he previous limit. 

Now the city is known for its high-rise business district 

as well as its high-rise quality a p a r t m e n t buildings. 

Relationship be tween the City of Clayton a n d F o n t b o n n e 

College is obvious. F o n t b o n n e is t he only college 

completely within Clayton 's bounda r i e s a n d t h e city 

a n d college have bo th grown th rough the pas t 5 0 years 

a n d b e c o m e increasingly of mu tua l benefit. 

T o assist in building for t he future of t he college, Mayor 

J a m e s Laflin a n d former Mayor H y Wal tuch of Clayton 

serve o n t h e Board of Trustees , as d o o the r bus iness 

a n d professional m e n of Clayton. Likewise, s o m e 

business a n d professional pe r sons serve o n commi t t ees 

a n d councils of the college. 

I 
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Cardinal Ritter at commencement, 1958 

\ L 

Commencement, 1960 
Cardinal Carberry and Dr. Martin Marty 
at commencement, 1969 



Planting the class tree, 1955 65 

T h e overall benefit to Clayton of having F o n t b o n n e 

within its boundar ies is having an educa t iona l a n d 

cultural center in its midst. T h u s t he citizens of 

Clayton can enjoy educat ional , cultural, religious a n d 

recreational advan tages from the proximity of F o n t b o n n e . 

U n d e r these categories m a y be included: classes in 

all t he academic subjects, p r o g r a m s for adults, lectures 

o p e n to t he public, plays, recitals, choral p rograms , 

art exhibits, library facilities, swimming lessons, religious 

services. A d d e d to these is t he faculty participation in 

areas of interest, such as giving lectures a n d serving 

on commit tees . 

i 

Commencement, 1957 
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Parents'Committee, 1967 
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Governance . 

For forty-five years t he college was control led by a 

board of trustees c o m p o s e d entirely of Sisters of 

St. J o s e p h . They were t he chief officers of t he St. Louis 

Province, h e a d e d by the Provincial Super ior . T h e 

pres ident of the college a n d o the r administrative officers 

were appo in ted by the provincial. T h e pres ident of t h e 

college was also t he super ior of t h e local communi ty . 

T h e first c h a n g e in this a r r a n g e m e n t was t he separa t ion 

of the two responsibilities of p res ident a n d superior . 

This took place in 1960 . This m e a n t tha t a pres ident ' s 

term was n o longer limited to six years a n d tha t he r 

relationship with sisters living o n c a m p u s a n d e n g a g e d 

in college work was t h e s a m e as with o the r m e m b e r s 

of the faculty a n d staff, purely professional. 

Before t he e n d of t he decade , an even grea ter d e p a r t u r e 

was in t he making. After m u c h s tudy a n d deliberation, 

it was dec ided to c h a n g e the s t ructure of t he B o a r d 

of Trus tees from an all-sister g r o u p to a b o a r d tha t 

would include lay persons , m e n a n d w o m e n . T h e 

transfer of control took p lace July 19, 1 9 6 8 a n d t h e 

comple te boa rd was a n n o u n c e d in January , 1 9 7 0 . 

Phillip Lucier, Pres ident of Cont inen ta l T e l e p h o n e 

Corpora t ion , was elected first cha i rman . Augus t 

Griesedieck, of Keefe, Schlafly, Gr iesedieck & Ferrell, 

Attorneys, was elected to t h e posit ion after t h e tragic 

dea th of Mr. Lucier in July, 1970. T h e by-laws con ta ined 

in a revised charter specify that t h e pres iden t of t h e 

college be a Sister of St. J o s e p h . T h e sisters con t inue 

to be t he "core" group. T h e boa rd has b e e n en la rged 

a n d at p resen t consists of twenty m e m b e r s , including 

seven Sisters of St. J o s e p h , o n e priest, n ine laymen, 

a n d th ree laywomen. 
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While growing from a college of a few c lassrooms at 

Caronde le t in 1 9 2 3 to a beautiful c a m p u s of eleven 

buildings in 1973, F o n t b o n n e has u n d e r g o n e m a n y 

changes , too n u m e r o u s for all to b e m e n t i o n e d in a 

brief account . As a necessary condit ion of life a n d 

growth, changes con t inue a n d will con t inue in t h e 

deve lopment of F o n t b o n n e within t he next fifty years. 

Notable changes taking p lace at p resen t a re in t he 

presentat ion of new programs . O n e of the new 

programs in progress is PACE (Program for Adult Col lege 

Education), which was initiated last semester . It is 

designed to enable w o m e n over 2 5 to begin or con t inue 

their college educat ion. T h e Biology D e p a r t m e n t has 

inaugura ted a p rog ram of concent ra t ion in medica l 

technology which allows a s tuden t to finish he r year 

of internship within the four years of college work. 

Another innovation is the Division of Humani t i e s a n d 

Science, a new a p p r o a c h to these fundamenta l s of 

higher educat ion. It is p l a n n e d to get u n d e r way this 

fall. T h e following year s tudents w h o en ter this division 

will be able to obtain a bachelor ' s d e g r e e in th ree 

years. An e x p a n d e d special educa t ion p r o g r a m a n d a 

major in early chi ldhood a re o the r p r o g r a m s to b e 

int roduced this year. 

As F o n t b o n n e College moves into its s e c o n d half 

century, it looks back o n the pas t with grat i tude to 

G o d for the good accompl ished a n d looks forward 

to the future with h o p e a n d conf idence in His never-

failing guidance. 

"Book of Hours" in Library 
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